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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST ON SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 BY DR. BOB BENDER, PASTOR 

“SLAVE TALK” FROM PHILIPPIANS 1:1 

WE ARE, WE ARE FBC LIFE MESSAGE SERIES FROM PHILIPPIANS 
 

 Who are, who are, who are we? We are, we are FBC! And what book best represents who we are at FBC? 

Philippians. Most of the NT letters were written to challenge, correct, or rebuke; but not so with Philippians. Paul’s 

letter to them is encouraging this church to continue doing well—just what we need also. We are beginning our 

exciting journey through this positive book so that its life-changing principles will journey through us. Last week 

we discovered our new identity in Jesus and all its privileges as we are eagles and saints; not turkeys and sinners.   

 However, that’s just one side of the coin; today we will turn that coin over. Last week we considered our 

identity; this week our responsibility—for you cannot have one without the other. Last week we considered our 

standing with the Lord—our privilege as saints that never changes; this week we consider our state before the Lord 

which is ever-changing regarding our responsibility as ____. Well, you will just have to wait to find out what that 

is.  

 Last week most of us learned some revolutionary stuff. Now, if all I preach Sunday after Sunday is on our 

wonderful privileges as the people of God, you would have cause for concern because that is only one aspect of our 

relationship with Jesus. Regrettably, in many churches all folks hear about are their privileges as Christ-followers 

and not about their responsibilities, resulting in a sense of spiritual entitlement. In a few churches, all folks hear 

about are their responsibilities, resulting in a sense of condemnation. Eagles are meant to soar, but it is important to 

return to the nest and accept our responsibilities in the eagle family.  

 I want to tell you about a fellow who greatly impacted my life, though not personally. He assumed that 

Christianity was a farce and he lived as a “happy pagan.” He went to Hollywood to start a candy company and 

found the Lord at Hollywood Presbyterian Church through the influence of a rock star Christian educator named 

Henrietta C. Mears. Soon his fiancée found the Lord too. Ultimately, God would use him to found an 

evangelism ministry with 26,000 full-time employees in 191 countries. He wrote a booklet that has had 2.5 

billion copies distributed worldwide. He was responsible for the JESUS film which has been seen by more than 

4.2 billion people in 660 languages around the world. How did he accomplish such great things for God? This is 

his testimony; “In my early 20’s I received Christ. I fell in love with Him. I immediately enrolled in seminary. I 

was overwhelmed with His love. That I—a sinner—while I was yet in my sins, He died for me.” The man I am 

speaking of is Bill Bright. What was his secret? I am going to tell you in a minute. But first I want to visit with 

you about “Slave Talk” from Philippians 1:1.        

 Last week we considered being called “saints;” this week we consider the other side of the coin as we are 

called “bond-servants” or “slaves.” Some might say, “Paul didn’t call the Philippians ‘slaves;’ just Timothy and 

himself.” Let me ask you this, “How many of you want to be like Jesus?” Notice in Philippians 2:7 how Paul 

records Jesus’ self-designation; “bond-servant” or “slave,” and in the previous verse how we are to have His 

same attitude. So, all of us are to see ourselves as Jesus’ slaves—a truth that we will unpack in a moment. 

 This letter begins with the common format of the day, “writer to recipient, greeting.”  In this case, it is from 

Paul and Timothy to the Philippian Christians. Instead of Paul referring to himself as “apostle,” “prisoner,” 

“theologian,” or even “saint,” he refers to himself as “bond-servant” or in the Greek, doulos—translated literally as 

“slave.” This word occurs 127 times in the NT compared to 67 times where the word “saint” appears. Hmmm.   

 Today’s big idea is simple: Everybody is a slave to somebody or something; choose Jesus as your 

Master. You see, the issue is not whether you are a slave or not; the issue is whose slave are you? You have no 

choice to be a slave; your only choice is whose slave you will be. See Romans 6:16 and 2 Peter 2:19b. You keep 

choosing something other than Jesus and all of a sudden, it has chosen you. You started out having it; now it has 

you. I speak of illicit sex, materialism, bitterness, covetousness, pride, selfishness, idolatry, anger, or a spirit of 

religion, to name a few. Everything and everyone to whom we yield ourselves is a monopolizer. Sin is a hard 

taskmaster. Satan is a total possessor. Jesus is the only benign Master.     

 Slavery was common in the Roman era. Rome alone was comprised of 50% slaves with 1.5 million in Italy 

and over 10 million in the known world. Generally speaking, we should not equate it with early American slavery. 

In the NT world, slaves were often treated quite well. A few slaves were allowed to accumulate savings or in a 



2 
 

rural setting, he was allowed a plot of ground—the produce of which he could sell freely. Owners often waited on 

slaves at feasts. The Roman statesman and philosopher, Seneca, ate with his slaves. One owner declared that his 

dead slave was “as dear to him as his son.” Slaves often risked their lives for their masters, if they had been treated 

well.1 All this does not diminish the fact that they were still slaves. However, Paul used this analogy for a reason—

there are many points of commonality between a slave in the NT world and a slave of Jesus. Let’s see what they 

are and have some slave talk. What does it look like to have Jesus as our Master and to be His slaves?     

 Slaves are bought with a price. A slave in the NT world was bought for an average of 5000 sesterces or 

about $400. He was then, of course, owned by his master who had paid for him or her. The slave had no 

ownership; he had no citizenship; he had no rights.  

 A NT slave had no choice to become one; he was bought and sold at the will of another. A slave was one 

who was bound to another. This common relationship in the ancient world between slave and master was broken 

only by death unless the master chose to free his slaves. The terms, lord or master, were common terms for the 

master of slaves.  

 We, with Paul, serve the ultimate Master and the only true Lord. We, with Paul, are bought with a price—

the blood of Jesus Christ. Even though Paul was Caesar’s prisoner, he was Christ’s slave. His own will was totally 

subject to the will of the one who had purchased him or her. We, like Paul, have no rights or freedoms of our own. 

 As a slave, you are exclusively owned by Jesus Christ, “For you have been bought with a price” (1 Cor. 

6:20, Rev. 5:9). “I have a right to this, that or the other.” Really? A slave has no rights. You have no rights. The 

owner holds all the cards (James 4:13-15).  Related to that …      

 Slaves only have one job—to obey Jesus. The NT slave’s assignment was simple: do whatever the owner 

said—no deviation; no discussion; no “creative alternative” to lessen the command. A NT slave was not double-

minded. He did not do the bidding of another. He had one boss and only one boss. We are devoted to one Lord. 

The word for serve in Matthew 6:24, “You cannot serve two masters” is the verb form of doulos. We serve Jesus 

as His slaves. This is our duty as slaves whether you like it or not. There were no “commuter slaves” commuting 

back and forth from one master or assigned task to another at his own will (Luke 6:46, 17:7-10). He had a singular 

focus. We also— “As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, so our eyes look to the Lord our God” 

(Ps. 123:2). We are to please the Lord (Ephesians 5:10). As Christ’s slave, I go where He tells me to go and do 

what He tells me to do. When God called me to come here some 14 years ago last Sunday, I had no choice. I am 

His slave. By the way, I am glad I did, for “Father knows best.”          

 Slaves serve in Jesus’ name. A NT slave served others and his effectiveness in doing so reflected on his 

master. A slave also worked in the arena of his master. If his master was a builder, he built; if he was a clothier, he 

made clothes; if he was an owner of horses, he was a horseman, etc. The slave became adept at his master’s work. 

We are to be about the things of our Master—the two things that last—the Word of God and the souls of men. 

 Relatedly, slaves had some status in the Roman world. Do you know what that status was related to? The 

status of his or her master. The ultimate goal would be to be a slave in Caesar’s household as some Christians 

were. Oh, dear friends, we have status (Colossians 3:24b)!         

 To practice servanthood is to work for your master. Slaves serve; that’s what they do. We are to work for 

the Master in the service of others (Jn. 12:26).  To practice being a servant is to realize that we are church members 

and workers who have no will of our own, but only to do our Master’s will and word.  We are to take on a 

servant’s heart (Jn. 13:15-6). Are you serving Jesus? The verb form for serving in Romans 6:24, “serving the Lord” 

is from doulos, or slave.   

 To be the Lord’s slave is to serve others in Jesus’ name (Mt. 20:26-28). I won’t serve others until I first see 

myself as a servant of Jesus Christ. The Greeks of this era fought fiercely for their independence and therefore 

possessed a scorn for slavery. In fact, non-Christian religious Greeks had no word in their language to express their 

relationship to their gods in the form of service, only privilege. They worshipped their gods and related to them as 

philos (friends). However, the Christians related to their God as doulos (slaves). A servant was hired to work for 

wages and could call it quits. Not so with a slave.          

 Do we not see that same attitude today? Hey, call me a son, a king, a saint, a priest, a royal citizen, even a 

soldier, but do not call me a slave. This attitude has nothing in common with Jesus who humbled Himself by 

taking on the form of a slave. We are to embrace His attitude (Phil. 2:5-7). 
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 Committed Christian and Colorado Springs’ own Colonel James B. Irwin was a former astronaut who 

made a successful moon walk. He spoke of the thrill connected with leaving this planet and seeing it shrink in size, 

and of the privilege of watching an earthrise one day. He mentioned that enroute back home that many would 

consider him a superstar and an international celebrity. Humbled by the awesome goodness and greatness of God, 

Colonel Irwin shared; “As I was returning to earth, I realized that I was a servant—not a celebrity.  So, I am here as 

God’s servant on planet earth to share what I have experienced that others might know the glory of God.” God 

allowed this man to break loose from the small cage we call earth during which time He revealed to him a truth all 

of us would do well to learn: we are servants and not celebrities. 

 To practice servanthood is to be rightly related to your master.  To be on the wrong side of your master is 

personal disaster as a slave.  I don’t know about you, but in my short life already, I have tried several ‘hoods,’ most 

of which are good within themselves. I have practiced athletic-hood, singlehood, marriedhood, fatherhood, 

doctorhood, and pastorhood. But the most fulfilling of all is servanthood—simply being rightly related to Jesus, 

serving Him and obeying His voice. Do you know how to find out whether you are a slave or not?  

 How you respond when you are treated like one!  You say, “That’s beneath my dignity.” Beneath your 

dignity! Was it beneath Jesus’ dignity as Lord and Master to wash the disciple’s feet!? Was it beneath Jesus’ 

dignity as the Darling of Heaven to become a slave and die a despicable death on the cross?!  

 We know how to let Jesus in—through inviting Him in.  We need to know how to let Him out—through 

turning Him loose in service.   

 Slaves are dependent upon Jesus for everything. A NT slave was depended upon his master for food, 

shelter, and any other need he had. A generous master would go above what was expected in meeting the needs of 

his slaves. One day we will be dependent upon Jesus for our reward (Col. 3:24; Mt. 25:23). We are slaves of Jesus 

Christ—provided for, protected, adopted into His family with special privileges. In John 15:15 when He said He 

would no longer call His disciples slaves, He was not saying that that unique relationship was over because the first 

thing He calls them in Revelation 1:1 is “slaves”— “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show 

to His slaves…” Besides that, a few minutes earlier He called them slaves in Jn. 13:16. Jesus was saying in John 15 

that theirs was a unique relationship as Master and slave—one of friendship and protector ship as well as boss. 

Only Jesus is a benign monopolizer.            

 A fugitive slave in the NT world, once found and brought back, was stamped with an “F” upon his 

forehead for all the world to see as a reminder he was a fugitive. One day we will rule and reign with Him with His 

name stamped upon our forehead for all of heaven to know—we are His. What a joy to serve our Lord Jesus 

Christ! Perhaps you are saying that all of this except maybe this last point is not that appealing. Why should I 

choose Jesus as my master? Here’s the deal:            

 Choose Jesus as your Master and be free! We become slaves of what we choose. Your decisions 

determine your destiny. At a party, there was a recovering alcoholic and the sweet hostess came to him and offered 

him a drink. Then she realized who she was talking to and said, “Oh I’m sorry, you’re not free to take a drink are 

you?” He smiled and said, “Not at all. I thank God every day that I’m free NOT to take a drink.”   

 Jesus tells us, “I offer you a slavery which is really freedom. Take My yoke upon you for it is light.” The 

devil says, “I offer you a freedom,” but that really becomes death and slavery.  

 For Paul and us, being a slave is not a restricting concept, but rather a liberating one. For Paul and us, to be 

a slave of this divine master is the only way to be a truly free person— “having been freed from sin we became 

slaves of righteousness” (Rom. 6:18). Being the Lord’s slave makes us free and in serving others we become great 

in Jesus’ eyes. To have your sights set on being a slave of Jesus is the ultimate form of freedom—not the right to 

do what you want to do, but the power to do what you ought to do. 

 Oh, Bill Bright’s secret? I again quote him; “My wife and I were growing together and very busy in 

serving the Lord. One Sunday afternoon, God led us to sign a contract—literally to write out a contract of total 

surrender of our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ to become His slave. We wrote it out one Sunday afternoon. At 

the time, I was in business, going to seminary, and had great dreams of serving the Lord Jesus—even though I 

didn’t know for sure where or how. About 24 hours later after we had signed the contract God, in a special way 

which words can never describe, gave me a vision for a new ministry (which ultimately became Campus 

Crusade for Christ or CRU today). Had there been no contract, in my opinion, there would never have been a 
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vision. The vision followed the total, absolute surrender of our lives to the Lordship of Christ. My life’s 

message is be a slave of Jesus. And all that involves. Love your master, trust your master and obey your master. 

Obviously, I’m a son of God, heir of God, joint-heir with Christ, and if He was described as a slave—Paul and 

Peter and the other apostles were slaves—this to me is the highest privilege any one could know. I evaluate 

everything I do in light of what He wants me to do. I try to relate every move, every day, in light of how I can 

help fulfill His great commission and fulfill His commandments.”2 Here is Bill Bright’s tombstone with the 

verbiage he had requested to be on it— “A Slave of Jesus Christ by Choice.” Slave talk. Whose slave are you? 

 There was a common skit used in student ministry years ago. There was a fence that one girl sat on. 

Someone tried to convince her to be saved, but she wouldn’t go to that side of the fence. Someone else tried to 

convince her to sin and she wouldn’t do that either. She was content to sit on the fence. But when the judgement 

came, Satan came for the fence sitter. She tried to explain how she hadn’t gone on Satan’s side. Then Satan said, 

“No, you didn’t choose me or Jesus. But you see, I own the fence.” Because of our sins, hell is our default mode. 

If we are not serving Jesus, we are serving someone or something else. We are slaves to the choices we make. 

Choose well. 

 We are going to choose today; for not to choose or sit on the fence is to choose. We are going to have an 

opportunity to sign a slave contract with Jesus Christ (pass out below). Take this opportunity to sign up. I cannot 

guarantee that you will start a ministry with 26,000 missionaries, but I can guarantee God will have at least 

one—you! Sign up and keep it in your Bible as a reminder of your relationship with Jesus and with this world. 

Not only are we to soar as eagles; we are to serve as slaves.  

    
1Slaves in First-Century Rome by Paul Stripling. 

2https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/being-a-slave-of-jesus-pat-cook-sermon-on-christian-disciplines-

60437?page=2 

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Paul refers to Timothy and himself as bond-servants in his Philippian letter.    

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Everybody is a slave to somebody or something; choose Jesus.      

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                                            

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to live as a slave of Jesus.                        

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): Whose slave am I? 

 

My Contract With My Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 On this day, September 17, 2017 at FBC Black Forest, CO, I enter into a contract with my Lord Jesus 

Christ to be His slave. I am owned by my Master having been bought by His blood. I have one job: to simply 

obey His direct commands and when there is no direct command to ask, “What would please my Master?” I will 

go where He tells me to go and do what He tells me to do. I am committed to doing the works of my Master by 

fulfilling the great commission and obeying the great commandment. He is my singular focus— “As the eyes of 

servants look to the hand of their master, so our eyes look to the Lord our God” (Ps. 123:2). As His slave, I am 

completely dependent on my Master—Jehovah, my covenant-keeping God for everything––protection, 

provision and ultimate reward.  

 

__________________________     Your Lord Jesus Christ 

     (Your Name) 
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