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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY PASTOR BOB BENDER ON EASTER, APRIL 16, 2017 

“GOD’S BRAND-NEW THING” FROM ISAIAH 43:18-21 

 

 Well, I want you to know that I have a brand-new sermon for you today as we engage this 

year’s Easter theme—Brand-new. New is better. (show pics of old and new—outhouse/new 

bathroom; dial phone/smart phone; old car/new car; order catalog/internet Amazon; radio/flat TV; 

unicycle/motorcycle; old airplane/new jet). Sometimes people say, “I just wish for the good old 

days.” Well, those good old days weren’t as good as you might think!  

 Let’s talk about “God’s brand-new thing.” There is something within us that’s got to have 

the newest. Whether it’s the newest iPhone or Android; the newest car or adult toy; the newest 

house or vacation spot; the newest name brand clothes; or the newest job or career. We are attracted 

to the new. That’s why spring is most people’s favorite season—out with the old dead and in with 

new life. Perhaps that is the reason why God chose spring as the season for His Son’s resurrection. 

Research shows that there is a part of the midbrain that responds better to the new. That is one 

reason why some dementia can be arrested or avoided by engaging in new things.   

 Then there is the desire to make a brand-new start. Have you ever wanted to make a brand-

new start? A new semester at school? As a new parent? A new life with new meaning and purpose? 

A new job or career? New wholesome relationships? A new community of believers? A new 

destiny? Well, you have come to the right place for a brand-new start. My desire for you today is 

that you will have that same desire for God’s brand-new thing and get a brand-new start.  

 Our God is the God of the new. He is the God of the new day that dawned in Jesus. He is 

the God of the new creation. He is the God of our new nature. He is the God of our new life. He is 

the God of new mercies every day. He is the God of the new covenant in Christ. He is the God of 

the new commandment to love one another. He is the God of our new identity. He is the God of 

the new wine of the gospel and the new wineskins of gospeling it. He is the God of a new direction. 

He is the God of the new song. He is the God of our new community. And one of these days, He 

is going to give you a new body along with our new heaven and new earth.  

 Today’s big idea is Because of Easter, Jesus makes EVERYTHING brand-new. Everything 

was so new at the empty tomb that Mary didn’t even recognize Jesus in his resurrected state. His 

death and resurrection becomes a model for ours (Rom. 6:4). So today—right now, in fact, we are 

going to see folks baptized. They are doing so out of obedience to Jesus’ plain teaching about 

identifying ourselves with Him. They are doing so because Jesus said that if we confess Him before 

men, He will confess us before our Father. They are doing so because baptism is the mark of a 

Christian as the wedding ring marks a married person. They are also doing so today to embrace a 

new initiative here at FBC. You see, today not only are we talking about Brand-new, we are talking 

about a New Brand. Did you know that Christians are branded? Yes, and that brand is baptism. 

So, from now on, all who are baptized here will be given a t-shirt which they can take home and 

wear as a testimony of God’s new thing. Let’s celebrate <baptism>.       

 Because of Easter, Jesus makes EVERYTHING brand-new is a principle throughout the 

Word of God. Isaiah 43:18-21 is no exception <read>. Isaiah is called the Messianic prophet 

because many of his prophecies refer to the coming Messiah, Jesus. While God’s deliverance of 

His people’s slavery from Babylonian captivity is the immediate promise here, God’s deliverance 

from His people’s sins through Jesus is the ultimate promise here. There was hope even in their 

captivity. There is hope today for you even if you are in captivity of some kind—to hopelessness; 

in sin, or in an addiction; in a dead-end job or no job; as a widow or widower; in a marital or 

parental family crisis; or if you are at an emotional low point. There is hope for you today.  
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/JESUS MAKES EVERYTHING BRAND-NEW FOR YOU (VV. 18-19B) 

 

 Who is speaking? “The LORD your Redeemer” (v. 14). He is our covenant keeping God 

Who has redeemed your life from the pit if you are trusting in Him as your Savior.  God has earned 

the right to speak to you today and has the power to fulfill His promises to you.   

 God is talking about His new thing. Even though He had delivered His people before out 

of Egypt (v. 16), He is commanding them to not call the former things to mind or ponder things of 

the past. Now certainly we are to remember the good that God has done. So, what does this mean? 

We are not to be so focused on God’s past blessings that we miss what God is doing now— 

“Behold, I will do something new now.” God is the God of the now. God is the God of the new.  

 God’s people were in Babylonian captivity because of their own sins, yet God was going 

to do something new for them—rescue them again. It’s just like God to get us out of bad situations 

of our own making. The Hebrew word for new (chadash) means to renew, repair, or restore. What 

do you need renewed, repaired, or restored? So, the application of this first principle is this: Don’t 

limit God to what He has done for you in the past.  

 The word “spring” in verse 19 is the word for “sprout.” Before the blade becomes visible 

above the ground, the sprout is beneath it. Will you not be aware of it? God is at work even though 

you have yet to see it. I have the imagery of a Round-Up commercial with the blade of grass 

making its way through concrete. Nothing will stop God’s new thing in you—not even concrete!   

 Life is a trade; always trade up. For the new to come, the old has to go. Jesus wants to make 

everything brand-new for you, but you have to be ready for it. Something has to go before the new 

can come. Naaman had to leave his home country of Aram for Israel to find his healing. The one 

leper had to leave his nine friends to find Jesus again for his salvation. Matthew had to leave his 

tax table to follow Jesus to invest in eternity. Blind Bartimaeus had to leave his coat—a symbol of 

his old life–so he could receive his physical and spiritual sight. Paul had to leave his own goals in 

life to follow Jesus with a new goal of knowing Jesus and to making Him known. The demoniac 

had to leave his cave to go and tell all “what great things Jesus had done for him.” Simon Peter 

had to leave his failure to take his stand with the 11 apostles to preach the Pentecostal sermon. The 

man born lame left the gate Beautiful in order to follow the beautiful Savior so that he could walk 

and leap and praise God. Jesus had to leave the comforts of heaven for earth and hell so we could 

experience heaven on earth. Jesus also left his grave clothes behind for His new resurrected life.  

 What do you have to part with or leave behind today to experience God’s new thing? He 

wants to make a roadway in your wilderness. You might not see the way through the barriers in 

your life but God does. Don Moen writes; “God will make a way/Where there seems to be no 

way/He works in ways we cannot see/He will make a way for me/ And He will do something new 

today.” God is saying, “I want do something for you; will you let me?” Jesus is asking you the 

same question He asked blind Bartimaeus in Mark 10, “What do you want Me to do FOR you?” 

When Bartimaeus was told, “Jesus is calling for you, ‘“throwing aside his coat, he jumped up and 

came to Jesus.’” What do you need to throw aside to come to Jesus? 

 In order to experience God’s new thing for you, something has to go. Do you need to leave 

sin for the Savior? Do you need to leave a bad relationship for a better one? Do you need to leave 

your faulty world view for God’s perspective? Do you need to leave religion for a relationship 

with God? Do you need to leave working to please God in the flesh for resting in God in the Spirit? 

Do you need to leave your sorry attitude for the attitude of Jesus? Do you need to leave your 

bitterness for God’s betterment? Do you need to leave doubt for faith?  
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//JESUS MAKES EVERYTHING BRAND-NEW IN YOU (V. 20B) 

 

 God through Jesus not only wants to do something brand-new for you; He wants to do 

something brand-new in you. He wants to “give drink to My chosen people.” He promises in the 

next chapter, “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground. I will 

pour out My Spirit …” (Is. 44:3). God wants to satisfy your deepest yearnings. Jesus spoke of the 

coming Holy Spirit saying, “If anyone is thirsty let him come to Me and drink. From his innermost 

being will flow rivers of living water” (Jn. 7:37-39). “From the death of the old, the new springs 

forth. From the life of the new, the old passes away.” The new trumps the old. The old sinner 

becomes the new saint. Old judgment is replaced with new justification— “just if I had never 

sinned.” Old alienation is replaced with new reconciliation. Our old past is replaced with God’s 

new future. Old conflicts are replaced with a new peace. The Old Testament blood of animals is 

replaced with the New Testament blood of Jesus. Old religion is replaced with a new relationship.  

Old bondage is replaced with new freedom. Old pride is replaced with new humility. Old lusts are 

replaced with a new purity. Old defeats are replaced with new victory. Old weakness is replaced 

with new power. Old doubts are replaced with a new faith. Old lies are replaced with the new truth.  

Old darkness is replaced with new light. Old hearts are replaced with new desires. The old covenant 

of the law is replaced with the new covenant of grace. Old sadness is replaced with new joy. Old 

trivial pursuits are replaced with new eternal pursuits. Old death is replaced with new life. The old 

broad way to hell is replaced with the new narrow way to heaven. The old carnal works of the 

flesh are replaced with new fruits of the Spirit. Old selfish spouses are replaced with new selfless 

husbands and wives. Old cruel parents are replaced with new caring ones. Old rebellious children 

are replaced with new respectful children. Old critical church members are replaced with new kind 

ones. “To the old, the new is usually evil bad news. To the young, the old is usually irrelevant sad 

news.” I have new good and relevant glad news to all today—young or old—Jesus makes 

everything brand-new in you.  

 Now to be clear when we talk about the new, is this what we mean (show new and improved 

slide)? No; not of all. God is not into a self-improvement program. God wants to totally regenerate 

you. God does not make bad people good or good people better. He makes dead people alive––

that’s the message of Easter.  

 Our God is the God of the new. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; 

old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). I remember as 

if it were yesterday the day I became a Christian. My heart was new. My relationships were new. 

One the way back from youth camp atop of the luggage truck, even the air smelled new. That night 

I had a new power to resist the invitation of my drinking buddies to join them. I had a new purpose 

and focus. I had a new identity. I had a new peace and a new joy. New life was in front of me. My 

old past was gone; God’s new future had arrived for me.  I so desire that for everyone in this room.  

 So, the application of this second principle is this: “Don’t let your memories exceed your 

dreams; if you do, the end is near.” Are you looking at life through the rearview mirror or the front 

windshield? Perhaps you are facing a situation so overwhelming that unless God does something 

beyond human imagination, you are toast. Maybe what the Lord is going to change is you rather 

than your circumstance. He promises that He is going to do a new thing in you if you will let Him.  

 The angels’ question to the women at the empty tomb in Luke 24:5 is still valid for today: 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Lazarus had to be unbound from his grave clothes 

to experience the new life Jesus gave him. “From the death of the old, the new springs forth. From 

the life of the new, the old passes away.” Make room for God’s new thing in you by “laying aside 

the old self which is being corrupted and put on the new self in the likeness of God.”  
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///JESUS MAKES EVERYTHING BRAND-NEW THROUGH YOU (V. 21) 

 

 When God does something for you; when God does something in you; He is about to do 

something through you. It’s not about you; it’s about Him. You were made for God and to honor 

God. When we experience God’s brand-new thing, we can’t help but praise Him because He did 

it anyway! Others will now be blessed because of God’s new thing through you.    

 So, the application of this third principle is this: Don’t let your past failures determine your 

present effectiveness. If Simon Peter had allowed this to happen, we wouldn’t have his Pentecostal 

sermon in Acts 2. If Moses had done this, the children of Israel would not have been delivered 

from Egypt. If John Mark had done this, we wouldn’t have a second gospel.     

 He is the God giving us a new Spirit of power, a new heart to love, a new mind to think, 

new hands to serve, and a new voice to speak. Russel Johnson writes, “If any man be in Christ, he 

is a new preacher. The old things are passed away and all things become new.” Will you now 

proclaim God’s brand-new thing so others may experience it as well?  

  God’s new thing is going to be unprecedented and unheard of. He is saying, “Just you wait 

and see. This is going to be good!” The Israelites passed through the Red Sea and God closed the 

waters in on their enemy and now God was going to deliver them again. God is our complete 

deliverer; He will not leave us halfway there. Romans 5:10 says; “For if while we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His (resurrection) life.” If He has delivered us from hell, God wants to do much 

more for us than we can imagine delivering us from the hells of our own making. 

 Will you recognize it? Will you perceive it? Or will you be like Jacob when he awoke from 

his sleep— “Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know it?” God’s brand-new thing—are 

you awake to it or asleep in it? “Knowing the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from 

sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed” (Rom. 13:11). Invite God to do 

His new thing for you, in you, and through you today. Stand in expectancy. Stand in faith. Stand 

in hope. Believe it, because God is doing a new thing and it’s coming your way! <play video>.  

 On November 18, 2005, when actor Robert Blake was acquitted for the murder of his wife 

Bonnie Lee Bakley, the announcer said, “In just a few minutes, Robert Blake will walk out of this 

courtroom into a brand-new life.” My desire for you is that when you leave this room in a few 

minutes, you will walk out into a brand-new life. All you have to do is to join God in His brand-

new thing for you, in you, and through you. What attitude or activity do you need to let go of to 

make room for God’s new thing? Surrender it now. Why are you seeking the living among the 

dead? Wake up from your sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. “Behold, 

I will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it?” Don’t miss out of 

God’s new thing. 

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Isaiah instills hope in the Israelites in Babylonian captivity with 

 “God’s new thing.”                                     

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Jesus makes EVERYTHING new. God wants to do a brand-new 

 thing in your life.                             

Major Objective (MO): Supportive                                 

Specific Objective (SP): I desire my hearers to experience God’s brand-new thing in their lives.   

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): Is there any hope for me and my future?  


