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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST ON MARCH 19, 2017 BY PASTOR BOB BENDER 

“JOURNEYING FROM VISION TO PASSION TO MISSION” 

NEHEMIAH 2:18; 4:10, 14; 12:27, 43 

FBC CHILDREN’S BUILDING DEDICATION SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

 

 On this auspicious occasion, Samuel’s words resonate with us in 1 Samuel 7:12; “Then 

Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen and named it Ebenezer (meaning the 

stone of help) saying, ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’” Today we declare, “Then First Baptist 

Church took a stone and set it between the auditorium building and the student center and named 

it Ebenezer saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” Let us arise and build! Why? Because we 

love children at FBC!  

 On this historic occasion, Jacob’s words resonate with us in Genesis 32:10; “I am unworthy 

of all the loving kindness and of all the faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant; for 

with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two companies.” Today, we 

declare; “We are unworthy of all Your lovingkindness and faithfulness which You have shown 

Your servants: for with two children in the nursery (one being a staff member’s son), we crossed 

into this building in 2005 and now we have 65-70 preschoolers attending each Sunday.” Let us 

arise and build! Why? Because we love children at FBC!       

 On this significant occasion, James’ words resonate with us in Acts 15:19; “Therefore it is 

my judgment that we do not stand in the way of those who are turning to God from among the 

Gentiles.” Today we declare; “No longer will the shoe (building) determine the size of the foot 

(people) or stand in the way of those who are coming to God from our city as we now have room 

for over 200 children and 100 preschoolers.”  Let us arise and build! Why? Because we love 

children at FBC!             

 On this important occasion, Jesus’ words resonate with us in Matthew 18 and 19; “And He 

called a child to himself and set him before them and said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are 

converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven’” and “Suffer the 

children to come to Me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

they.” Today we declare; “This building is a reminder of the priority Jesus places on children and 

that 85% of Christians become so before the age of 14. We also declare that we believers are all 

children of God—without which we may not even enter the kingdom of heaven. We are reminded 

that adults, youth, and children after they reach the age of accountability will miss heaven unless 

they are converted and become like children. Let us arise and build! Why? Because we love 

children at FBC! 

 On this momentous occasion, the psalmist’s words resonate with us in Psalm 118:23, “This 

is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Today we declare, “This children’s building is 

the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Let us arise and build! Why? Because we love 

children at FBC!             

 On this consequential occasion, the words in Habakkuk 2:3 resonate with us; “For the 

vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the goal and will not fail. Thought it tarries, 

wait for it. For it will certainly come; it will not delay.” And in the words of Ecclesiastes 

(3:1,3,10), “There is a time for every event under heaven—a time to build…He has made 

everything beautiful in its time.” Today we declare; “After four years of dreaming, discerning, 
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designing, and building, now is the appointed time for our God-given vision to become a reality. 

Now is the time to build. Now is the time to see what God has made beautiful.” Let us arise and 

build! Why? Because we love children at FBC!   

 On this opportune occasion, Christ’s words resonate with us in Revelation 3:8, “Behold, I 

have put before you an open door which no man can shut.” Today we affirm God’s open door as 

over half of our church is under the age of 21 and God is adding to us a significant number of 

young families as last Sunday’s new member’s class included 27 children. We also affirm God’s 

open door as our city is growing toward our church’s ministry area. We are reminded that God 

will hold us accountable for the door He is opening for us. Why do we catch the wave and dedicate 

this children’s building? Let us arise and build! Why? Because we love children at FBC! 

 God has led us thus far in our journey as we find our story in Nehemiah’s story.  Today I 

want to briefly talk to you about “JOURNEYING FROM VISION TO PASSION TO 

MISSION” from Nehemiah—our focus of the last few weeks. Again, we raise our Ebenezer 

saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”  Let’s celebrate our journey of the last few years. 

 

/OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER COMMENCED WITH OUR VISION (Neh. 2:18) 

  

 Nehemiah, his key leaders, and the people bought into God’s vision of rebuilding the walls 

of Jerusalem <read 2:18>. Because they cooperated with the Lord fulfilling this vision, the walls 

of Jerusalem were built enabling thousands of God’s people to inhabit the city and to influence 

the area for years to come. Though it only took 52 days to rebuild the walls, it took six years of 

preparation from when Zerubbabel led the first wave of returnees to the Promised Land until now.  

 “What’s your vision for our church pastor?” I am asked. My vision is simple, I envision 

hundreds of adults, college students, youth, and children engaging in a vital relationship with 

Jesus Christ gathering in Jesus’ name, growing in God’s grace, and going on life’s mission—

some across the seas and all across the street. In fulfillment of that macro-vision, some four years 

ago God placed a micro-vision in your pastors’ hearts. We seriously considered all of our options 

for growth: multi-sites which still may be an option in the future, church starts, additions to our 

current building, and temporary buildings, among others. We then brought our vision to the vision 

team then the admin team and then to the church for several listening sessions and votes. We 

struck a balance between size and cost. We eradicated our debt on this building in record time to 

prepare for this new project.  

 Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Bill Hybels defines 

vision as, “A picture of the future that produces passion.” Andy Stanley defines vision as, “A 

clear mental picture of what could be fueled by a conviction that it should be.” What you see is 

what you get. Now we often think of that quote as referring to ourselves. However, let’s engage 

that quote again thinking in terms of outside of ourselves. What you see is what get in terms of 

vision. You’ve got to “see” it before you see it. God gave us a vision of this children’s building 

long before it became a reality. Thank you church for dreaming the dream with us. Thank you 

church for being a part of the vision, because without vision we will perish. 

 “The hand of our God has been favorable to us, so we put our hands to the good work and 

we said, ‘Let us arise and build!’” Why? Because we love children at FBC! 
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//OUR JOURNEY CONTINUED WITH OUR PASSION (Neh. 4:10, 14) 

 

 There were challenges to building the wall <read 4:10, 14>. The people of God were 

discouraged and fearful as they fixated on the challenges before them. Nehemiah encourages 

them by reminding them to remember that God was on their side and to fight for their children 

among other family members. Notice verse 10, “There is so much rubbish.” The Hebrew word 

for rubbish is dust. Anyone who’s been around here lately can relate to so much dust due to the 

work!  

 We too have had our challenges along the journey. We have encountered unforeseen 

barriers beyond our control regarding water and septic issues that have led to cost overruns. We 

have had timing issues regarding getting the right people to do what we need them to do in light 

of the building boom in Colorado Springs. We had to work our way around some weather; though 

it was not that great of a challenge thank the Lord. We had many design change orders throughout 

the process to get it done right—mid-course directional changes, if you will. If you were here 

Monday, you would think there was no way this building was going to be finished by Sunday! In 

the midst of all of these challenge however, we were encouraged as our passion for the project 

carried us through. We knew it wouldn’t be easy. If it was, everyone would be building a $2 

million children’s building.  

 Remember Bill Hybels’ definition of vision, “A picture of the future that produces 

passion.” Passion is needed to overcome discouragement. We are not to be weary in well doing. 

We must be encouraged in the work. We are to be “fervent in spirit serving the Lord.” We share 

Isaiah’s passion in Isaiah 26:8, “Your name and Your renown is the desire of our souls.” Our 

passion is to make great the name of Jesus. Anything less is idolatry.  

 “The hand of our God has been favorable to us, so we put our hands to the good work and 

we said, ‘Let us arise and build!’”  Why? Because we love children at FBC!  

 

///OUR JOURNEY CULMINATES WITH OUR MISSION (Neh. 12:27, 43) 

 

 Here Nehemiah and the people of God dedicate the wall of Jerusalem. They do so with 

great joy so that even the children rejoiced and the joy of Jerusalem was heard from afar. May 

our rejoicing be heard from afar. May we be like the church in 1 Thessalonians 1:8, “For the word 

of the Lord has sounded forth from you but also in every place your faith toward God has gone 

forth.” You see, the dedication of the wall was not the end, but the beginning. It only paved the 

way for many more people joining their tribe and making the difference in their world. 

 Yes, our mission is to build a building and we make no apologies about it. Jesus fed and 

healed the people not only because they were hungry and needed healing but because it opened 

the door to preach the kingdom of God to them. After the example of our Lord, we declare our 

building—especially our indoor play area—to be a tool attracting people to Jesus. Why? Because 

we love children at FBC! Proverbs 24:3-4 says; “By wisdom a house is built, and by 

understanding it is established; and by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and 

pleasant riches.” Every room in this building will be filled with precious and pleasant riches of 

children.   
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 Our mission is also to build the kingdom of God. “Truly I say to you unless you are 

converted and become like children you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” We are 

cooperating with the Lord in building His kingdom—the rule and reign of Jesus in our hearts and 

lives as people beginning with children of our church and community.  

 Our mission is also to build a church. Jesus said, “Upon this rock—this rock of faith in Me 

the Christ, the Son of the living God that Simon Peter exhibits—I will build my church and the 

gates of Hell will not overpower it.” We will look back on this day and say, “What a shot in the 

arm in the building of our church. How did we make it without it?”    

 Our mission is to build families. “Unless the Lord builds the house they labor in vain who 

build it.” Nehemiah said, “Fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and 

your houses.” Families will be reached and strengthened because of this building.   

 Our mission is to build lives. Deuteronomy 31:12-13 says; “Gather the people, the men 

and the women and the children and the foreigner who is in your town so that they may hear and 

learn and fear the Lord your God. Their children who have not known will hear and learn to fear 

the Lord your God as long as you live in the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to 

possess.” “We will gather all the children and those yet to be the people of God to observe Your 

words, O God so their children who have not known will hear and learn to fear the Lord as long 

as we live in the land where we are about to dedicate this building to possess.” Why? Because we 

love children at FBC!   

 Our mission is to build a legacy. In 1 Chronicles 17 it was in David’s heart to build God a 

house and Nathan said to him, “Do all that is in your heart for God is with you.” To David’s 

surprise later in verse 10 he told David, “Moreover, I tell you that the Lord will build a house for 

you!” Nathan goes on to tell David that it will be a legacy house impacting his descendants after 

him. We think we are building a house for God? No. He is building a house of legacy for us and 

for our children’s children—a spiritual legacy house build on the wise foundation of the rock of 

Jesus Christ.  

 Let’s close by reading aloud God’s Word in Psalm 78 found in your bulletin insert that has 

guided our way through this project these past few years <read Psalm 78:6-7>. You see, today is 

NOT mission accomplished; it is mission accelerated. For we have only just begun. Got it? From 

vision to passion to mission.  

 “The hand of our God has been favorable to us, so we put our hands to the good work and 

we said, ‘Let us arise and build!’”  Why? (Because we love children at FBC!). Why? (Because 

we love children at FBC!). Why? (Because we love children at FBC!). 

 

 


