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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY PASTOR BOB BENDER ON OCTOBER 29, 2017 

“LIVING IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY” FROM PHILIPPIANS 1:21-26 

 

 As a church, we have a lot in common with the Philippian church. Our church, like theirs, is healthy, 

growing, and full of joy—the theme of Philippians with the word joy occurring 15 times in 104 verses. Both 

churches are also pressing in to Jesus and pressing on in Jesus. As a community, we have a lot in common with 

the city of Philippi. Like Colorado Springs, it was “Military City, USA” (without the USA part). As an outlying 

province of Rome, many Roman soldiers came there to live out their retirement. How blessed we are to live in 

this wonderful place and serve in this wonderful church!   

 As we press in and press on through Philippians, we come to a portion of Paul’s letter where he shares his 

struggle in decision-making. Will he press in to Jesus and go home to be with the Lord or will he press on, 

completing the work God had for him to do this side of heaven? Let’s see what he decides <read Phil. 1:21-26>. 

 To live is to decide. Sometimes people have to make decisions between two bad options. Let’s say you 

are a non-Christian and you are on death row with an option of being executed by the electric chair or the gas 

chamber. Not too cool. Or, in the opening scene of Act III of Shakespeare’s play Hamlet, he says that classic line, 

“To be, or not to be—that is the question.” Here, he is weighing his two bad options—one of suicide and the other 

to live to avenge his father’s murder. Other times, people have to make a decision between the good and the bad. 

For instance, should I choose to be faithful to my spouse? That is a decision between good and bad. Choose well. 

Then there are those times when we get to make a decision between two good options. Perhaps you are deciding 

where to live in our city, which job to take, which school to go to, or even which church to join.  

 To live is to decide. Why did some FBC members mortgage their homes in order to pay for the building 

we now occupy? Why would a team of church members volunteer two weeks of their time to serve half way 

around the world in Southeast Asia? Why do some of our young adults serve the homeless each Saturday? Why 

do around 50 of our adults spend time with our children every Wednesday night in AWANA? Why do almost 

100 members of our prayer team pray one hour per week—mostly 10 minutes a day for their church? Why do 

your pastors spend most Saturdays knocking on doors? Why do FBC members give generously and sacrificially 

to our church’s ministries, missions, and to the children’s building? Why do people like the Patrick Hall fam 

willingly give up a comfy lifestyle to go into the ministry? We make these choices because we live in light of 

eternity.  

 Why would the apostle Paul give up the most prestigious position in the Jewish religion—a member of 

the Sanhedrin, or ruling body within Israel—to suffer persecution, imprisonment at least four times, and ultimate 

martyrdom? Because he was living in light of eternity. No passage better expresses his eternal view than this one. 

His eternal view made it possible for him to be in a win-win situation—either dying to be immediately with Jesus, 

or living to further the cause of Christ (v. 21).  

 Verse 22—Paul considers door #1—to stay here and work to bear fruit—new churches and Christians. 

 Verse 23—Paul considers door #2—to depart this world and to be with Jesus. At this point, he did not 

know which to choose, being hard-pressed from both directions. The word hard-pressed was used to refer to a 

traveler on a narrow road with walls on both sides. Paul feels like he is walled in—not with two bad decisions but 

two great ones. He says, “I desire to depart and be with Christ.” The word depart was used when Roman soldiers 

would pull up their tent stakes or break camp. Paul is saying, “I’d like to break camp and move on to the eternal 

house. I’m tired of living in my temporary tent.”  The word depart was also used by sailors when putting a ship 

in the water that had been up in dry dock and letting it set sail on the sea.  Paul is saying, “I’m tired of being in 

the dock. I want to sail to the eternal shore God has prepared for me.” Paul saw death as a new, wonderful 

adventure.  

 You see, I believe that heaven is under-rated and this life is over-rated. We want to do everything we can 

to hold onto this life and avoid death. Paul was just the opposite. He couldn’t wait to get there! Sometimes when 
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you ask people how they’re doing, they reply, “Well, I’m vertical instead of horizontal. That’s saying something!” 

Or, “At least I’m not six feet under!” Someone once said, “Everybody wants to go to heaven but nobody wants 

to die.” But Paul had a different take. Because he could say, “For me, to live is Christ,” he could also say, “To 

die is gain.” Paul knew that death would actually be profitable for him. Will death be profitable for you? 

 Let’s say that you have five minutes to make a decision between going to be with Jesus or staying here. 

What would you decide? To stay or to go? For most of us, we would decide to stay—why? For the cause of 

Christ? Probably not. Because we have yet to get married and have a fam. Because we want to start a career. 

Because we want to see our grandkids or our great grandkids. Because we want to finish our education. There 

was a joke among us doctoral students at my seminary. One said, “Sure enough, the moment we walk across the 

stage to receive our degree, Jesus will return and make all of our blood, sweat, and tears worthless!” How we 

hang on to the things of this life.   

 Maria Brunner's husband was unemployed so she had to clean other people’s houses to survive. However, 

even without a job, her husband managed to run up quite a number of unpaid parking tickets—totaling nearly 

$5,000. Mr. Brunner kept the tickets a secret from his wife but as the owner of the vehicle, she was responsible 

for them. Maria could not pay the fine so unless her husband came up with the money, she had to spend three 

months behind bars. Maria’s reaction? She said, “I’ve had enough of scraping a living for us. As long as I get 

food and a hot shower every day, I don’t mind being sent to jail. I can finally get some rest and relaxation.” Police 

reported that when they went to arrest Maria, “she seemed really happy to see us and repeatedly thanked us for 

arresting her.” While most people taken into custody hide their heads in shame, Maria “smiled and waved as she 

was driven off to jail.”1 Rather than bemoaning that fact that we are dying when our time comes, maybe we should 

smile and wave as we are driven off to heaven! 

 Verse 23b-24—To be with Jesus would be lots better for him but to stay here and continue ministering 

would be better for the Philippians and others for that matter.  

 Verse 25—What was Paul’s decision between the two? Being convinced then of the better path for others, 

he decides to remain, realizing that it would mean fruitful labor. You see, there were only two things in Paul’s 

life—Christ and His church. Paul said that if the choice were left up to him, he would choose Jesus. But Paul 

chooses the church for the sake of their “progress and joy in the faith.” His uncertainty is transformed into 

certainty. It’s a great feeling knowing you are in the middle of God’s will. As your pastor, there is no greater joy 

than sensing with certainly being in the “live center” not the “dead center” of God’s will. Thanks for putting up 

with me.      

 How was Paul used for “fruitful labor?” One example is to imagine what it must have been like not for 

Paul, but for the guards chained to Paul in this prison. Warren Wiersbe writes regarding this scene; “The shifts 

changed every six hours, which meant that Paul could witness to at least four men each day! Imagine yourself as 

one of those soldiers, chained to a man who prayed ‘without ceasing,’ who was constantly interviewing people 

about their spiritual condition, and who was repeatedly writing letters to Christians and churches throughout the 

Empire! It was not long before some of those soldiers put their faith in Christ. Paul was able to get the Gospel 

into the elite [Palace] guard, something he could not have done had he been a free man.”2 <read verses 12-13>. 

When you live in light of eternity, even the negative circumstances are used for the cause of Christ. Will you 

allow that to occur in your life?   

 What happened to Paul? He was eventually released around 63 A.D. He was imprisoned again and 

beheaded around 66 A.D. which means he lived about three more years before his death. During those years, he 

helped the church to grow. His choice was justified.  Verse 26—the ultimate result of his staying would be that 

their proud confidence would abound in Christ Jesus because of him and his return to Philippi. The proper wording 

in the Greek is “proud confidence in Christ Jesus in me” emphasizing their pride is in Jesus, not Paul. Paul would 

never agree to folks being proud of him over Jesus. The Philippians joined the Galatian church in praising God 

for Paul as stated in Galatians 1:24, “And they were glorifying God because of me.” So Paul, having to decide 
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what’s best for him and what’s best for others, in typical Pauline fashion, chooses others. Do you always choose 

others? You see, when you live in light of eternity, you always choose others over yourself. Are others glorifying 

God because of you? 

 Why did Dr. Graham Staines (pic) and his wife Gladys leave their upper class lifestyle and extended 

family back in Australia to minister to lepers in India for 34 years? At midnight on January 23, 1999, a mob of 

militant Hindus murdered Graham and his two sons––11-year-old Philip and 6-year-old Timothy—by breaking 

the windows of the Jeep in which they slept, pouring gasoline on them and burning them alive until their deaths. 

Gladys and her daughter Esther found themselves alone in India. Their response to the tragedy appeared on the 

front page of every newspaper in India. Gladys stunned the nation by saying, “I’m not bitter. Neither am I angry. 

But I have one great desire: each citizen of this country should establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

who gave his life for their sins. Let us burn hatred and spread the flame of Christ’s love. My husband and our 

children have sacrificed their lives for this nation. India is my home. I hope to be here and continue to serve the 

needy.” At the funeral, masses of Hindus, Muslims, and Christians filled the streets to show respect for the Staines 

family and demonstrate solidarity against the killers with many Hindus coming to faith in Christ through their 

witness. An Indian national leader said; “The people of India were asking, ‘Why would a man leave his wealthy 

country and serve lepers in India for 34 years? Why would his wife and daughter forgive the killers of their 

family? Why would they choose to stay and serve the poor?’”3 Why did the Staines family do these things? 

Because they were living in light of eternity. 

 I want to use an illustration Francis Chan gave in one of his sermons that reveals Paul’s value system in 

these verses and how it impacts our lives. Let’s say this rope represents your life.4 Now the much longer white 

part represents your eternity. It goes on and on and on like around the world several times. Now, the much shorter 

red part represents your life on earth. What we do in this shorter red part in this life determines how we enjoy the 

longer white part in eternity. Now while we are here, we are tempted to look at our past which for many of us is 

filled with regret. Or as we presently look around, we are tempted to either relax and play it cool planning toward 

retirement. But what we should be doing is looking forward to the future because obviously that is much longer 

where we will receive our reward. Regret the past, relax and retire in the present, or be rewarded in the future. 

For a lot of us, all we think about is the red part. James says that our life is but a vapor—here today and gone 

tomorrow, and yet this becomes our focus. We think this red part is all there is or most of what there is. We work 

for this last inch of the red part. Will I have a big house? Will I travel well? Will I leave a lot of money to my 

kids? Will I be admired by my peers and leave a name for myself? What can I do to live comfortably in this life? 

What we should be asking is: What will I gain in eternity? What eternal rewards will be mine to cast down at 

Jesus’s feet? What will my eternal legacy be? You have one chance in this red part to determine that. Don’t be 

tempted to look back and regret or looking around by relaxing or working frenetically for retirement when we 

can be looking forward to our eternal reward. 

 Now this value system of living for Christ in this life and attaining Him in the next affects all we do. 

Living in light of eternity affects how we spend our money. We’ve all bought stuff we have regretted. When you 

live in light of eternity, you gladly give 10% to invest in kingdom work through your local church. Living in light 

of eternity makes a difference how you spend that bonus—by giving it to missions which is obviously a better 

investment than toward that new car, bigger house, or trip to Europe.  

 Living in light of eternity affects how we spend our time. We gladly volunteer our time in serving children, 

the homeless, or sharing our faith by knocking on doors. I would love to spend my Saturdays sitting in front of 

the television watching football but out sharing Christ is having the eternal view.  

 Living in light of eternity affects how we relate to people. If all we are concerned about is this red part, 

then we talk about people in negative ways, assassinate their character or we use them for our own ends. Note 

Jesus’ words where He says, “Whatever you have done to the least of these my brothers, you did it to Me.”  

 Living in light of eternity affects our home life. How do you treat your spouse? We do not take Jesus’ 
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words seriously to “do unto others as we would have them do unto us.” Instead of parenting just to keep our kids 

off drugs, maybe we should parent to raise world-changers for Jesus! 

 Living in light of eternity affects our decisions. Some of us make real stupid decisions because all we are 

thinking about is the red part—whether it involves sex, or our attitude of forgiveness, bitterness, unforgiveness, 

money, pride, position, or possessions. We forget that the decisions we make in the red part have lasting 

repercussions not only in this red part but in eternity. What you do with this red part determines how you exist 

for millions of years as seen in this white part. Should I be concerned about how my decisions affect this red part 

or this white part? We will all stand in judgment to give account of our lives (Rom. 14:12).  

 The year was 1983. The event was the NCAA finals basketball game for the college national 

championship. The two teams playing for it were the Houston Cougars with only two losses, whose starting team 

included Clyde Drexler and Akeem Olajuwon and four other players who would be drafted by the NBA. Their 

opponent was the underdog North Carolina State Wolfpack with 10 losses. In the final seconds, the game was 

tied with NC State in red jerseys possessing the ball and Houston guarding them in white. Here’s how the game 

ended (show video). Now can anyone tell me why tell why NC State won—and don’t anybody say because they 

scored more points! Here’s the reason NC State won (show slide). They won because they played through the 

buzzer while Houston stood around. Living in light of eternity means that you play through the buzzer. Unlike 

basketball with the clock in full view of everyone, you don’t know when the buzzer may go off for you. You keep 

on serving Jesus until your time is up; not sooner. Play through the buzzer of life and you may get another shot 

and that shot could make all the difference between winning and losing as you live in light of eternity.  

 Tug MacGraw, Tim McGraw’s father, was hospitalized with a brain tumor in March of 2003 when he 

found out that he had cancer and was given three weeks to live; he survived nine months. Tim MacGraw recorded 

this song in memory of his father—Live Like You Were Dyin’—“I was in my early forties With a lot of life before 

me And a moment came that stopped me on a dime I spent most of the next days Looking at the x-rays Talkin’ 

‘bout the options And talkin’ ‘bout sweet time. I asked him ‘When it sank in that this might really be the real end 

How’s it hit you when you get that kind of news? Man, what’d you do?’ And he said ‘Someday I hope you get 

the chance To live like you were dying, To live like you were dying.’” How would you live your life if you knew 

that you were dying? How would you make your decisions? Folks, every one of us in this room is terminal. Some 

of us have years to live; if the truth were known, others of us do not have that long. When the buzzer sounds for 

your life, will you be playing through it or just standing around. Let’s live like we were dying. Let’s live in light 

of eternity in each decision we make this side of the buzzer.    

 
1Family of the Week, www.timesonline.co.uk, 5-15-05; www.PreachingToday.com 
2 Be Joyful, p. 33. 
390 Days of God’s Goodness, Randy Alcorn, p. 243. 
4https://www.google.com/search?q=chan+rope+sermon&oq=cahn+rope+sermon&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l2.545

7j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 

NCAA video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGfDRlEDs34 

 

  

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Paul is torn between living to serve Christ and dying to be with Christ. He chooses to 

 stay on in this life to serve Jesus.  

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Live in light of eternity.                                                                               

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                                                                                          

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to make decisions in light of eternity.                                        

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): What should I live for?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGfDRlEDs34
http://www.preachingtoday.com/

