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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST ON MAY 28, 2017 BY PASTOR BOB BENDER 

“PEOPLE COUNT” FROM NEHEMIAH 7 

LAUNCHING INTO LEADERSHIP NEHEMIAH LIFE MESSAGE SERIES 

 

 For those of you under 30 years of age, this is what is called a phone book. For those of us 

over 30 years of age, when the new phone book came out—what is the first name you looked for 

when you opened it? Your name–right? We like to see our names in print or as we Google it to 

have it show up. We all want to feel like we are noticed and somewhat significant if not important.  

 This phone book reminds me of Nehemiah 7. At FBC, we are committed to preaching 

through books of the Bible as that is how they were written—line upon line; precept upon precept. 

Sometimes when I come to a difficult passage, I ask, “Lord, what are You doing to me?” As I 

came to Nehemiah 7, I ask an additional question, “God, why would You take up precious space 

in Your Word to basically list a bunch of names?” It’s like when you go to the movies and at the 

end they start rolling the credits on the screen. I’m ready to go. Who cares who the key gripper or 

the assistant makeup artist is?  

 The question of why Nehemiah 7 is in the Bible even becomes more pertinent as this 

chapter is mirrored in Ezra. Why would God put this long list of “hard names” in the Bible once; 

much less twice? It’s the sort of chapter you skim over in your Bible reading plan. Whenever I do 

that I feel guilty for some reason. But then again, I’m paid to be guilty; you guys are guilty for 

nothing! How would you like to preach on a chapter of names!? I have come to the conclusion that 

if I can preach on a chapter listing 106 names, I can preach on anything in the Bible! So today I 

am going to talk about people count, or better yet, people count. 

 This middle chapter serves as a pivotal one in Nehemiah. Chapters 1-6 focus on the 

restoration of the wall of Jerusalem. Chapters 8-13 focus on the revival of the people of Judah. 

Chapter 7 looks backward with the wall built and looks forward to building lives. 

 What is the message of chapter 7 for us today reflecting on the list of names of the people 

who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon under Nehemiah’s leadership? The big idea of this 

chapter and of this message is: God counts people because people count to God. Every one of these 

listed names—mainly the heads of families—matter to God. In fact, the total count of former 

Babylonian captives matter to God. People matter to God. You matter to God. 

 Have you ever struggled with feelings that your life is not worthwhile? We all feel that way 

as we ponder, “Do I really matter? How can I spend my life so that it counts for something 

worthwhile?” I have good news for you today. The answer is simple from Nehemiah 7: God counts 

you because you count to God.    

 

/GOD IS COUNTING YOU—42,360 (VV. 5, 66) 

 

 In verse 5, God leads Nehemiah to enroll the re-inhabited city’s population by genealogies. 

He then finds out that it has already been done by Ezra 100 years previously, as recorded in Ezra 

2. So why duplicate the effort? He just inserts the record here. In verse 66, the total number of 

returnees from Babylonian captivity moving into rebuilt Jerusalem totals 42,360.   

 The Bible is filled with numbers. In fact, the fourth book in the Bible has that name! Jesus’ 

ministry in the Gospels could be summarized by numbers–1, 3, 12, 70, 500, 4000, and 5000. In 

Acts, we find the numbers 120, 3000, and 5000 and then they gave up and twice just said that the 

church in Jerusalem “multiplied” in numbers (Acts 6:7, 12:24). So, by the time we get to Acts 6, 

we have the first church in Jerusalem—First Baptist Church (and you would be surprised as to 
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how many Baptists erroneously believe that!)—with a membership of well over 15,000. 

Evangelicals—especially Baptists—get a bad rap because of our fixation on numbers. I gladly join 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit in emphasizing numbers—every one representing a person.  

 Now there are several different ways or “names in books” in which God is counting you. 

Is your name in one or all of these books? Let’s find out.  

 There is the book of Life (Ex. 32:32; Ps. 69:28; Ps. 139:13-16). This book of life or book 

of the living is God’s record of all persons—no matter their spiritual state. Obviously, if you are 

sitting here today, your name is written down in this book. Both Moses and David referred to this 

book. Ronald Reagan said, “I’ve noticed that everyone who is for abortion has already been born!” 

Would they wish for their own abortion? The application to us, since we had no choice in this 

matter of being born, is found in Psalm 139. Not only are we to thank God that we are alive; we 

are to give thanks that we are alive in exactly the way God has intended. Self-acceptance is a great 

deterrent to the pandemic of teen suicides we are seeing in our community. 

 There is the book of the Lamb (Lu. 10:20; Rev. 7:9, 21:27; 1 Pt. 1:4). This book is also 

referred to the Lamb’s book of life—not to be confused with the book of life. Once a friend offered 

to make reservations for both of us in a city where our state Baptist convention was to be held. 

Upon arriving at the hotel where I had assumed my reservation was made, guess what? My name 

wasn’t on the list and not only was this hotel full; those around it were as well. I had no reservation 

so I just got in my car and drove back home. How disconcerting to find that you do not have a 

place to lay your head one or two nights. The only thing worse would be to arrive in heaven and 

find you not have a place to lay your head for eternity as your name is missing from the Lamb’s 

book of life! Do you have an eternal reservation in heaven (1 Pt. 1:4)? You can make that 

reservation now by placing your faith in Jesus alone as Savior and Lord. Call ahead (Rom. 10:13). 

Francis Chan said that if we could somehow be transported into heaven and actually see our name 

written in the Lamb’s book of life, what a difference that would make in the way we live! Not only 

would it seal our eternal security, it would motivate us to make a difference in others’ lives by 

bringing as many to heaven with us as we could. 

 There is the book of Languishing (Ps. 56:8; Ja. 1:12). Why does God collect our tears and 

write them in His book? In preparation for something phenomenal—the “earning” of the crown of 

life. So many of your names—some in our bulletin insert—are being counted by God as being in 

this book. Be encouraged; you are earning a crown that not everybody in this room can earn.  

 There is the book of Letters, or church membership (Acts 2:41; 4:4, 1 Cor. 5; 1 Tim. 5:9). 

I have here our church’s membership roster—all 1093 of you wonderful folks who have openly 

identified with our fellowship. The word “letter” simply refers to a record of membership people 

have when transferring here from another church. We write that former church requesting a letter 

of recommendation from them to us. If our church is your first membership (which for many it is), 

then we record yours here so that when you transfer to another, they can request it from us.   

 Church membership is Biblical. In Acts 2 and 4—the 3000 and 5000 people are referred to 

as being “added.” Added to what? Added not only to the kingdom of God but to the Jerusalem 

church. The Greek word for church in secular literature—ecclesia—refers to a group of persons 

called out and convened as a council to deliberate matters for the community. The word “church” 

in the Bible refers to an identifiable called out by name community of believers.  

 What “church” was Jesus referring to in Matthew 18:17? The local assembly into which 

members were affiliated. If there was no church membership in the Corinthian church, then what 

authority did they have to discipline a fellow who was living in immorality? You can’t exercise 

church discipline over a mere attendee! If there was no church membership in the Ephesian church 
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Timothy pastored, then why was he instructed to form a list of widows to minister to? The smaller 

list of widows’ names was taken from the larger list of the church membership roster.  

 In Nehemiah 7:3, the gates were be opened only during the daylight hours so that those 

who enter in would be easily recognized. Every church needs gatekeepers so that the standard of 

membership is kept Biblical. Our standard of membership is simple: confessing Jesus as Savior 

and Lord, following Him in obedience by baptism in this or another assembly as a testimony, and 

then attending a one-hour new member’s class. That’s why we ask people to join our church in the 

light of day on Sunday mornings by boldly confessing their allegiance to Jesus and desiring to join 

our church family by walking down the aisle at the invitation at the conclusion of a service. 

 Is your name written down in this book? If you sense God leading you here, then make that 

decision today. Church membership provides a place you can call your spiritual home. We cannot 

make it alone; we need each other as members of the body of Christ—called out from this world 

and called to a covenant relationship with God and one another.  

 There is the book of LIFE Groups (Acts 2:42). The first thing these new believers did was 

to gather in small groups for fellowship. I have here our LIFE group/Sunday School roster—all 

812 of you dear folks. You have decided not only to be a member of the larger body but to be a 

member of a LIFE group: L=learning; I=interceding; F=fellowshipping; E=engaging and 

evangelizing our community outside of your LIFE group’s walls. On any given Sunday, we have 

as many in LIFE Groups as we have in worship—a core value at FBC and most unusual for 

Colorado. I visited someone in the hospital once and he complained why no one from the church 

had visited him. I asked him, “Which LIFE group are you a member of?” He said, “None.”  I 

thought to myself, “My friend, you have addressed your own complaint.” Could I encourage you 

to join one of our LIFE groups so that your life will be enriched? Yes, you’re getting fed here in 

worship, but it is like the mama bird feeding the baby birds. It is when you start feeding yourself 

in a small group that you really grow. 

 There is the book of Lordship (Mal 3:16; Jn. 14:21). God doesn’t have favorites but He 

certainly has intimates. Have you crowned Jesus as Lord thinking of Him often during the day? 

Are you walking in constant obedience to Him? Then you are on His list of intimates. I have here 

the list of 72 names who have committed to become one of God’s intimates by participating in 

FBC’s new intentional discipleship ministry. Have you signed up? Do so and you will find that it 

will be easier to live a life under Jesus’ Lordship. God counts people because people count to God. 

 

//GOD IS COUNTING ON YOU—106 (VV. 2, 73) 

 

 Nehemiah begins verse 2 by naming those he and God were counting on to have a part in 

the organizing of this new community. There were his two right-hand men (v. 2); nobles and 

officials (v. 5); priests (v. 39); Levites (v. 43); temple servants (v. 46); heads of households who 

financially gave to the work (v. 70); and a summary including the singers in verse 73. These 

workers with their various responsibilities made it possible for the work to continue.   

 I have here the list of 314 whom God counts on to serve here—our VIPs or Volunteers in 

Partnership—our servants and workers. You are the godly deacons, ushers, greeters, Sunday 

school teachers, singers and band members, and participants in various ministries to serve our 

community. Church could not happen without you. Our community would not be ministered to 

without you.  God is counting on you to use your gifts and talents serving the Lord. Isn’t it time 

you took 1 Peter 4:10 seriously— “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving 

one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God?”  God is counting on you to serve. 
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Don’t be a one-talent person and bury your talent thus receiving the condemnation of our Lord— 

“you wicked slave.” Be a five-talent person and invest it and in so doing, God will double your 

reward as you receive His commendation— “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Would you 

become one of our 314 plus VIPs in serving the Lord? Be the servant and worker God wants you 

to be by “serving the Lord with gladness.” God counts people because people count to God. 

 

///GOD IS COUNTING ON YOU—1—TO COUNT TO OTHERS (V. 1) 

 

 Nehemiah begins this section of his journal by simply noting what he as only one person 

had done (v. 1). Obviously, none of the events recorded in Nehemiah would have taken place had 

he not been used of God. His two right-hand men—Hanani and Hananiah’s names—would not 

appear here were it not for one man–Nehemiah. The 106 worker’s names would not appear in this 

chapter were it not for one man—Nehemiah. The whole population of Jerusalem—42,360—would 

not be written down were not for one man—Nehemiah. There is awesome the power of one.   

 And so it is with many others in the Bible. Where would Joshua be without a Moses? Where 

would Elisha be without an Elijah? Where would Paul be without a Barnabas? Where would 

Timothy be without a Paul? Where were the Philippian church be without a Lydia? Where would 

the church in Rome be without a Phoebe? Where would the mighty men be without a David? 

Where would Apollos be without Priscilla and Aquila? God was counting on Nehemiah to count 

to others. These others were counting on Nehemiah to count to them!  

 So, what we are talking about here is leadership. I have in my hand a list of the 47 team 

leaders in our church. You have taken on the mantle of responsibility to lead your God-given area 

of ministry. Thank you for your leadership. You are on this list because others have invested in 

you. Others in the future will be added to this list because of your investment in them. Do you 

need to be added to this list?   

 What is a leader? A leader is somebody with a compass in his head, a magnet in his heart, 

and a towel in his hand. You know or you are going (compass). You are drawn to God, can “draw” 

your vision (you have to see it before you see it), and there is an attraction quality to you as you 

draw others to your team. And perhaps most importantly, you have a towel in your hand serving 

those under you as a servant leader.   

 Isn’t it time you stepped up from being a worker to being a leader? See me and we will 

find a place of leadership for you. The word “servant” appears more than 1000 times in the Bible. 

The word “disciple” 272 times. The word “leader” less than 12 times. Let’s all start serving and 

then become a disciple and let God open doors for leadership.  

 So today, God’s call upon your life is simple: God counts people because people count to 

God. For some, God is counting you to “sign up” and be a part of one or more of God’s special 

books. For others, God is counting on you to serve. For still others, God is counting on you to 

count to others in leadership. Whatever it is you need to do; do it now.  I can’t guarantee you will 

have a book named after you, but I can guarantee you will have a blessed life.   

  

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Nehemiah counts/names the people who returned to  Jerusalem         

Big Idea of Message (BIM): People Count to God                          

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                    

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to be counted by God and to count for God   

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): How can I live a life that matters to God and others?   


