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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST ON JULY 16, 2017 BY PASTOR BOB BENDER 

“GOD IS CALLING YOU INTO HIS SERVICE” FROM NEHEMIAH 11 

LAUNCHING INTO LEADERSHIP NEHEMIAH LIFE MESSAGE SERIES 

 

 What does this phrase mean—“Called up”? Memories, phone call, in sports from the 

minors to the majors, old dsl dialing to get on the internet, called up into military service, or called 

into the ministry. Here is a picture of the first post-WWII draft in 1969. They put each day of the 

year into a separate capsule and randomly picked them out so that those born on the earlier 

birthdays were drafted first. My birthday came up #33 out of 366 (including leap year). That year 

they called up to #195—mostly to Vietnam when we lost 12,000 men—the second highest annual 

casualty loss since WWII. I had just started college, classified as 2S—student deferred as long as 

I kept my grades up, but my GPA was 2.2. So, to insure my deferment, God “called me into the 

ministry” and I got re-classified as a ministerial student—2D. Convenient call, right?  

 (Leadership slide) We are in a journey through Nehemiah as its leadership lessons journey 

through us. At this point in our story of rebuilding Jerusalem, we come to Nehemiah 11 where he 

needs to fill the city with people, so he calls them up. The header of this chapter in my Bible 

reads, “Time passes; Heads of Provinces.” Now how am I supposed to preach on that?! However, 

there is a life-changing message from God to you here. Just as God called up His OT people, He 

is still calling today. What is today’s big idea? God is calling you into His service. 

 We have a most God-blessed church. We have a stable of young stallions who minister the 

Word more ably than me in my absence. We have around a dozen pastors called up to the majors 

from our pipeline serving elsewhere. We have almost two dozen missionaries called up and sent 

from FBC serving around the world. We have 16 high school and college-aged students called 

into the ministry along with six interns preparing for the ministry. We have over a dozen called 

students studying in our seminary here each semester. We have 32 godly deacons called into their 

ministry.  In fact, if you are called into the ministry and are in this room, please raise your hand.  

 Now I have done you a disservice and led you astray by implying that only ministers are 

called up as if there are three genders—male, female, and pastor! Paul wrote Ephesians “to the 

saints at Ephesus” (1:1). In 4:1, Paul encourages them—all of the members, not just the “hired 

guns”—to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” He goes 

on to say in verse 12 that the pastors are to “equip the saints for the work of service (the same 

Greek word for ministry—diakonias)”. So, how many of the members of the Ephesian church 

were called into the ministry? (ALL of them). How many of FBC members are called into the 

ministry then? All of us. So, let me ask the same question again, perhaps with a better 

understanding. If you are called into the ministry and are in this room, please raise your hand. 

God is calling you into His service. Leaders lead with a sense of calling. What does this look like 

for you and me? 

 

/God is calling me into His service by living where He has assigned me—my “Jerusalem” 

(vv. 1-2) 

 

 Some of us learned this when we were in Sunday school, “Here's the church and here's the 

steeple; Open the doors and see all the people.” Nehemiah’s went like this, “Here’s the gate and 

here’s the city; Open the doors and my, what a pity—no people!” What’s a city without people? 

Nehemiah had to get the folks to leave the comfort of their agrarian existence for city life. So, he 

did two things. First, he asked for volunteers to join the leadership team that was already in the 
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city. He was still short, so then he drew lots, or instigated a “draft”—one in ten to move into the 

city. He drew names one by one which were printed on pieces of broken pottery. This casting of 

lots was a way of discovering God’s will. The people were committed to God’s sovereign 

“choice” allowing Him to direct the outcome according to His divine providence.   

 Verse two probably refers to both groups—as the people blessed those who volunteered 

before the draft and those chosen by lottery who also had a spirit of volunteerism, recognizing 

that God had called them as well. Both groups realized they had been called up, whether from 

their own free will or by lottery. “The lot is cast into the lap but its every decision is from the 

Lord” (Pr. 16:33).            

 Now what does all that have to do with you and me?  God still uses these two methods to 

call us up, assigning us where He wants us to serve. We can volunteer, choosing our place of 

service or we can get “drafted.” For example, some of us have a choice in where we want to live 

while others of us are assigned by the government or our employer. Whichever method God uses, 

He is still sovereignly assigning you to your Jerusalem or the city you are to live in (see Acts 

17:26). He even assigns you to the very neighborhood you are living in (Mt. 13:37-38). Here we 

are salt and light and are willing to walk across the street as well as being sent by God across the 

seas.    

 Here is a summary of most of our lives (comfort zone). We tend to stay within our comfort 

zone as humans tend to move in the least resistant direction. But there is another zone—the 

kingdom zone. What about leaving your comfort and entering into the kingdom zone by going 

across the street? What about across the room? In Bill Hybels’ book, Just a Walk Across the 

Room, he tells about meeting a black man who was distinctly Muslim and hearing about how he 

became a Christian. He said that in his profession he attends a lot of business parties and that after 

he gets a drink and hors d’oeuvres he often found himself standing alone until he quietly leaves 

because no one talks to him. At one such party he was standing by himself as usual and he noticed 

a group of white people talking and having a great time. One person in the group noticed he was 

standing alone, so he left his group, walked across the room and introduced himself. They talked 

about their families, sports, and business. Finally, the issue of faith came up. When he mentioned 

that he was Muslim, he was sure the guy would make a quick exit as others had before. Instead, 

he said, “Well, I’m a Christ-follower, but I know almost nothing about Islam. I wonder if you 

would be willing to give me a birds-eye version of your faith system.” He said he almost fainted, 

surprised that a Christian was willing to associate with him. He said that they shared several 

breakfasts and sometime after their discussions, the Muslim became a Christian and active in a 

local church. God called this Christian to step out of his comfort zone. Will you?   

 Your “Jerusalem” is your neighborhood, your class at school, your workplace, your family, 

or other relatives. Perhaps I am speaking to someone who is going to be reassigned to a different 

locale. Over a half dozen FBC families have recently done so. See yourself on your way to a 

different community by your own choice or by God’s “draft.” Would you answer God’s call to 

service by going wherever God assigns you—across the seas, across the street, or across the 

room?  

  

//God is calling me into His service by using what He has given me—my “gifts” (vv. 3-36) 

  

 You have all kinds of gifted people in these verses—heads of provinces (v. 3), priests (v. 

10), Levites (v. 15), gatekeepers (v. 19), an overseer (v. 22), the king’s representative (v. 24), and 

the sons of Judah (v. 25). You even have some less than stellar folks. The sons of Perez (v. 6) was 
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the lineage that Jesus came out of. What is so amazing about Perez is that he is the son of the 

incestuous relationship of Judah and his daughter-in-law. Another group mentioned in this list is 

the tribe of Benjamin who also had a track record of sexual perversion. From Benjamin came Saul, 

the OT first king in Israel and the NT Saul later changed to Paul—the missionary and New 

Testament writer. Both tribes had horrible pedigrees and terrible sins but God used them anyway. 

 We probably have some “tribes” here today that have gotten a rough start like Judah and 

Benjamin. God doesn’t care if you’ve got dysfunction in your family or even sin in your own 

background. He is more interested about where you are going rather than where you have been. 

Verse 6 calls them “able men.”        

 Who is your favorite character in the Bible? (answers). What is common about most if not 

all these answers? These are great leaders known by most of us. But what if I were to answer with 

one of the unknown heroes in Nehemiah 11? You would probably think that I was a bit strange 

because those names are unrecognizable. And yet, they are among the willing nobodies who made 

their contributions to God’s service. Unknown to us but not to God. God is not so much looking 

for ability as He is looking for availability. God uses common people in uncommon ways. You are 

looking at a very common person up here. I tell people, “The more you get to know me, the less 

impressed you are with me.” If God can use me, He can use anybody.    

 Judges 3:31 tells us about a little-known character—Shamgar—in that “he struck down 

600 Philistines with an ox goad; he also saved Israel.” He did what he could with what he had—

an ox goad. What about you? Whether you are a stellar leader or a common person, you are gifted 

for service and ministry. All people are equally important to God but all people aren’t equally 

impactful for God. Are you using what He has given you? The great reformer Martin Luther had 

a mantra, “I cannot do everything but I can do something and God helping me, I will.”   

 God is asking you the same thing He asked Moses—“What’s in your hand?” You have so 

much to offer God. Give him your “staff” and it will become “the rod of God.” With it He will 

part the waters for you and do amazing things through you in your ministry. We minister out of 

who we are; not who we are not. God has uniquely equipped you with gifts for the Master’s use.    

///God is calling me into His service by responding when He calls me—my “now” (vv. 1, 3, 

7, 15, 22, 25) 

 Now, the word “now” obviously is used here as a means to introduce new paragraphs, but 

it also refers to their timeframe as being current. These folks engaged their responsibilities in an 

appropriate time as they populated Jerusalem immediately.       

 There is an immediacy about God’s call. He always calls now, not in the past or the future. 

God is God of the NOW (2 Cor. 6:2-3, Is. 1:18, 6:8, Jn. 9:4, Heb. 4:7). I am asking you to enter 

The Fourth Dimension Spiritually—no; not to join a singing group or enter the Twilight Zone. 

Here’s four easily remembered principles to know if He is calling you:    

 Draft—has someone contacted you about a need? I was “drafted” into the ministry as our 

pastor announced in one Wednesday night worship service that I (along with four other high 

schoolers he named) would be preaching at a given date in the near future. Little did I know that 

this was the call of God speaking through my spiritual leader! Perhaps God is calling you through 

someone else drafting you. At the very least, we need to consider it strongly when invited to lead 

a certain ministry.           

 Desire—do you have some desire in this area (1 Tim. 3:1)? God’s call on my life to go into 

the ministry was not a phone call; it was an answer to the question I asked myself, “How can I be 
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most effective in the kingdom of God?” I actually wanted to go into the ministry. Now it didn’t 

hurt any when a group of us were in line at the Casa Bonita Restaurant in OKC after church and 

Beverly Atherton said (long before we started dating), “I believe God is calling me to marry a 

pastor.” Hmmm. I could be a pastor!         

 Open Doors—is there an opportunity (see bulletin). God calls us to specific tasks. Need 

does not mean calling, but we should at least give it some consideration.     

 Decide—(Jo. 24:15). Decide well; your eternal rewards depend upon it. You will be 

blessed, others will be blessed, and God will be honored (v. 2).      

 Our theme today is being called up. I am going to “call up” two people to interview—Scott 

Miller and Lisa Willoughby—who have both retired from the Air Force, to help us see how the 

concepts we are considering intersect our lives (interview). Thank you, Scott and Lisa.   

 Here is a poster from WWII era (Uncle Sam I Want You). Now during my time—the 

Vietnam era I referred to earlier, many would do anything to avoid the draft. They would burn 

their draft card, join the National Guard, move to Canada as 125,000 did, or become a ministerial 

student as we had people going to seminary simply to avoid the draft.     

 Now let’s spiritualize this poster (Jesus I Want You) and ask, “Is God calling me?” My 

message is simple: Don’t be a spiritual draft dodger. Enrich your spiritual life by getting in the 

game and stepping up to the plate. There are opportunities for service in your bulletin for you to 

consider. Just write down your response in the response card in the bulletin. 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Nehemiah calls up some folks to populate Jerusalem. 

Big Idea of Message (BIM): God is calling you up into His service.   

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                    

Specific Objective (SO): I want my hearers to respond God’s call to serve in His  ministry.    

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): Am I being called into His service by God?  

 


