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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY DR. BOB BENDER, PASTOR, ON NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

“HANGING TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL” FROM PHILIPPIANS 1:27-30 

 

 Like some of you, I grew up in church. I was encouraged to behave myself in church with my mother 

twisting my ear and my father thumping me on the back of the head (sometimes with his ring finger!) when I 

misbehaved. Then I became a teenager where I went out with the boys or out on dates. I can remember my 

parents’ last words to me as I would leave the house, “Have fun; be good.” It took me awhile to realize that the 

two could actually coexist! Now why did my parents do these things? First, to develop my character, secondly, I 

had a family name to protect, and thirdly, so others could hear the gospel. Nothing a like a child misbehaving in 

church to distract from a great message!  

 In this same way, Paul writes to the Philippians in our text of the morning. Here he is telling these 

Christians how to behave themselves in the body—the church, with a focus on unity. The overall theme of this 

book is joy (have fun); now he tells them how to behave themselves (be good). Now why did Paul do this? For 

the same reasons my parents did: First, to develop their character, secondly, they had a family name (Christian) 

to protect, and thirdly, so others could hear the gospel.    

 Earlier in chapter one of Philippians, Paul spoke of our privileges; now he moves to our responsibilities. 

In verses 1-11, we are God’s sons fellowshipping with Christ. In verses 12-26, we are God’s servants being 

fruitful for Christ. In verses 27-30, we are God’s soldiers fighting for Christ <read vv. 27-30>.   

 A certain conduct is required of soldiers so that they are disciplined for battle. A certain conduct is 

required of an athlete in order to be trained for victory. Paul shares what conduct is required of us if we are to 

behave ourselves in the body of Christ—the church—for the sake of the world.      

 The word for conduct is “politeuo” in the original language. It meant to conduct oneself worthily as a 

citizen of Rome. I know it’s hard to believe, but we get our English word politics from this word. Politics and 

conduct seem to be mutually-exclusive terms these days. Philippi was a Roman colony and they were to 

demonstrate by their lifestyle that the Roman culture was superior to all others. In this same way, as citizens of 

the heavenly kingdom, we are to conduct ourselves showing that Christianity is a lifestyle superior to all others.  

 The word, worthy, means to balance the scale. Our conduct should weigh as much as our confession; our 

walk as much as our talk; our behavior as much as our belief. We are to conduct ourselves worthy of the 

gospel—the good news that sets us free to be God’s people. Paul is about to tell us how and why as he addresses 

their church and ours.   

 The word church comes to us from the word ecclesia, or called out ones. The ecclesia was a political 

assembly of citizens of an ancient Greek state called out to do the nation’s business. So our church is called out 

to do God’s business. And what business would that be? What exactly is Paul trying to say in this passage on 

Christian conduct? It took me awhile to really get what Paul is saying here. Here is today’s big idea with partial 

indebtedness to Benjamin Franklin: We must hang together for the gospel or we will hang separately without it.  

 

/ WE MUST HANG TOGETHER (VV. 27-28) . . . 

 

 Paul is addressing a specific problem in the Philippian church. Evidently there was no serious division in 

the church but there was the potential danger of friction. The cause was not a doctrinal issue but a practical one. 

That is how it goes today, doesn’t it? Division occurs not over great issues but over insignificant matters. Did 

you know that is easier to change the doctrine of a Baptist church than to change its music? Let’s unpack with 

Paul what it means to hang together as a body as he takes the corporate approach rather than an individual one. 

    We hang together by standing firm in one spirit (v. 27). Standing firm refers to steadfastly holding 

one’s ground regardless of danger or opposition. The word was used of a soldier who defended his position at 

all costs, even to the point of sacrificing his life. Figuratively, it refers to holding fast to a belief, conviction, or 

principle without compromise, regardless of personal cost.  

 We are to hold the ground we have gained. How? In one spirit. “One spirit” refers to our common 

spiritual life. We are in it together acting in concert with the Holy Spirit. 

 A British soldier who had gone through the terrible ordeal of Dunkirk during World War II when safely 
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back in England was asked, “What did it feel like out there on the beach with the sea in front of you, the 

German army in back of you, and bombs overhead?” He answered, “It was a strange feeling. I felt that every 

man on the beach was my brother.”1 Oh dear church, would we feel that way about one another, even more so as 

we stand together in one spirit.  

 The word for spirit is pneumati, from which we get the word pneumatic. A pneumatic device is 

compressed air that is thrust through a hose powering a pavement breaker, riveter, or to raise a car off the 

ground with ease. We possess that power as one! Whether Paul meant to refer to the Holy Spirit or the human 

spirit is in one sense irrelevant for us. There is power of the Holy Spirit and human spirits all on the same page.  

 We hang together by striving together with one mind (v. 27).  The word, striving, is “athlentous”—

the word from which we get our word, athletic. One version says we are to “contend as one man.” This word 

was used of ancient Olympian athletes who fought side by side “as one man.” Paul uses this little prefix “sun” 

(together) sixteen different times in this letter emphasizing the importance of spiritual togetherness.  

 Sunathleō (striving side by side/together) is a compound Greek word combining the two meaning to 

compete in a contest. The idea of contending against is implied, but only in the sense that the church must also 

be striving side by side/together against sin and the common enemy, Satan, and his demonic hosts. Many a 

church knows what it means to strive; however the only striving they do is against one another. Theirs is a 

church of strife rather than striving together. The only togetherness they experience is someone or another group 

in the church.  

 All of us are Christian athletes. What is the difference between a wrestler, basketballer, and footballer? 

We are not spiritual wrestlers—solo acts independently of one another. We are not even spiritual basketball 

players as every basketball player must be coached to do basically the same things—shoot, get rebounds, and 

play defense. FBC is a spiritual football team. A center doesn’t pass the ball and a defensive back doesn’t take a 

handoff from the quarterback. Spiritually, each of us is interdependent upon one another. We are to function 

together in step each with our unique spiritual gift(s) that differs from the player next to me and yet is a 

necessary part of the spiritual body. Do you know your spiritual gift or what position you are to play on our 

team? We strive together, sweating and working hard to win.  

 We are marching together as one. Paul uses the word psuche for mind. We get our word psychology 

from it. We are striving together as one soul—mind, will, and emotions. A college choir was singing at the 

Hanover Presbyterian Church in Hanover, Indiana. During the recessional and while they were singing their 

final number marching down the center aisle, a female singer toward the end of the line was wearing high heels 

and caught her heel in a grated floor heat register. Instantly she realized her predicament. She knew she couldn’t 

hold up the whole recessional while she back-stepped to pull her heel out of the grate, so she did the next best 

thing in the emergency. Without missing a step, she slipped her foot out of her shoe and continued up the aisle. 

There wasn’t a break in the recessional. Behind her was Jim Stuckey who saw the shoe caught in the grate of the 

hot air register in the center of the aisle. Being a courteous, thoughtful freshman, he briefly stopped to retrieve 

the shoe without losing a beat. However, when he did so, the grate stuck with it both shoe and grate found 

themselves now in his possession. He continued marching as he tried to hide them in his robe while continuing 

up the aisle. And then, in tune and in time to the beat, Ed Steiner, the next young man, stepped into the open 

hole cleanly without even scraping his toe on the edge saying, “It was like stepping off a gigantic stair step, and 

I went into the hole all the way up to my thigh.” The result? The choir kept right on singing as they went out 

down the aisle and completed their song and exit from the auditorium. Never a break in the recessional. 

Everybody singing. Everything moving like clockwork.2 Now that’s what I call hanging together! That’s what I 

call “I got your back!” Nothing will deter our march to victory. We march as one considering one another. 

That’s church!    

 We hang together without fear of opposition (v. 28).  The word, alarmed, means a horse shying away 

from battle. We are not to shy away from battle in fear. This opposition from the world is a sign. This word for 

sign was used by the crowds and Caesar in the gladiatorial arena. Thumbs up meant life for the defeated 

gladiator; thumbs down meant his death. Paul is saying this conflict means “thumbs up” for the victorious 

Christians and “thumbs down” for the defeated opposition. What Paul is referring to is a victorious attitude. We 

are to possess no fear of our opposition which is real nonetheless.  
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 In our attempt to be separate from the world, there is an unintended response to the world. When we 

consider the secular humanist intellectuals, the entertainment community, the radical left-wing politicos, the 

liberal media, or the gay-lesbian agenda, we tend to see them as the enemy.  

 In 1954, a movie came out called THEM! The plot revolved around giant ants who were mutated due to 

atomic bomb tests in New Mexico. You see, if we are not careful, especially in the midst of culture wars and 

current events, we will see THEM as the enemy of the church. We see THEM as trying to eat us alive. But you 

see, THEM is not the enemy. Jesus died for THEM. THEM is the reason why we exist. You used to be THEM. 

THEM needs us. We need THEM to be integrated into US—the body of Christ. Now THEM may be 

antagonistic but it’s not THEM that’s the problem; it’s him—the devil (2 Cor. 4:4, Eph. 2:2; 1 Jn. 4:4). We are 

told to hate the sin and love the sinner, which of course is correct, but first we need to hate our own sin!   

 Our church is team. Each of us can do our part for a successful season—stand firm in one spirit; strive 

together with one mind; without of fear of opposition.  But why? 

 

// WE MUST HANG TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL (VV. 27, 29) . . .  

 

 We are about going out to rescue “THEM” so “THEM” can become “us.” The church needs missions 

just as much as missions needs the church! Genuine unity of any sort must have a purpose. Why? We are told at 

the beginning of verse 27—“the gospel of Christ” and again at the end of that same verse—“for the faith of the 

gospel.” And then again twice in verse 29—“for Christ’s sake” and “for His sake.” Trying to achieve unity for 

unity’s sake is an exercise in futility, because it must have a common cause and objective. The church’s only 

true unity is grounded in the faith of the gospel—the Christian faith we share with the world. There is a pastoral 

“secret” that pastors share. It goes something like this: “The pastor must give the church a project, otherwise the 

church will make the pastor their project!”  Unless we focus on THEM, we focus on us—and that’s not pretty! 

 Webster defines teamwork as “work done by a number of associates all subordinating personal 

prominence for the efficiency of the whole.”  Paul would later refer to the Philippians (4:3) as “yokefellows in 

the cause of the gospel.” A yoke demands that we function in harness. It equalizes the load and pull that 

otherwise would be unbearable. It makes the work easier and lighter. But it demands that we all do our part with 

the ultimate goal of the gospel in mind, otherwise we all fail.  

 Once, a child in an African tribal village wandered off into the tall jungle grass and could not be found, 

although the tribe searched all day. The next day the tribal members all held hands and walked through the grass 

together. This enabled them to find the child, but due to the cold night, he had not survived. In her anguish and 

through tears, the mother cried, “If only we would have held hands sooner.” It is not enough that we all share a 

common goal. We must all work together to accomplish it for the gospel without hesitation.3  

 Back to the Dunkirk story: 400,000 Allied troops were trapped on the beaches of France hemmed in by 

the Germans without necessary armament, doomed for death or capture. The British across the English Channel 

sent what ships they had at their disposal to rescue them but it was too little, too late. The citizenry did what the 

government could not do (a lesson for the church here) and garnered all available boats—some so small as to 

carry only a handful of men—800 vessels in all. Over a period of eight days from May 26 to June 4 of 1940, 

they rescued 338,226 of those men. It is called “The Miracle of Dunkirk.”4 As we hang together for the gospel, 

we too are to “rescue the perishing and care for the dying” so they can experience a miracle as well.    

 Let’s hang together for the gospel. That’s why we took time to train you in evangelism in our life groups. 

That’s why we teach an evangelism seminary class. That’s why we hand our business cards for you to share with 

the gospel message on it. That’s why we give altar calls. That’s why we encourage you to say a good word about 

Jesus each week. That’s why we encourage you to at least invite folks to church with you. We are not united for 

our own sake but for theirs.    

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Them!


 

 4 

 /// WE MUST HANG TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL OR WE WILL HANG SEPARATELY  

(VV. 28-30). . .  

 

 A conflict rages between light and darkness; between righteousness and evil. To go on the offensive for 

Jesus is to stir up trouble. To be a citizen of the heavenly city is to commit treason against this world system. To 

conduct yourself worthy of the gospel is costly. Spiritual activity results in spiritual opposition. God’s work of 

salvation brings out the devil’s work of opposition. Suffering is the price we pay for it. Just as we have been 

called to believe, so we have been called to suffer. The word, granted, is the word for grace. He gives us the 

grace to endure. It costs to live for Jesus and minister in His name. It will cost you time, money, energy, focus, 

loyalty, and even some pain.   

 Paul said, “You saw me suffer in Philippi when I was jailed and beaten; now in Rome I also suffer. You 

will suffer also.” Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, suffered; Paul the under shepherd suffered; now the sheep will 

suffer. But a successful team pays the price of sacrifice. A successful church pays the price of sacrifice for the 

gospel. We must hang together or we will hang separately.  

 David Budzinski, a Texan on his first visit to Africa, was riding in a four-wheel drive across the Kruger 

National Park in South Africa in September of 2004. His group spotted a few lions and a herd of buffalo near a 

watering hole, and it wasn't long before the lions charged the herd. What followed has become legendary and 

formed the core of a dramatic wildlife documentary on National Geographic entitled, Battle at Kruger. The 

original eight-minute video has been edited for our usage (show video).    

 We must hang together for the gospel or we will hang separately without it. Folks, we are that buffalo 

herd. We are in the business of rescuing folks from the grasp of the devil—the lion who seeks to devour us. 

Let’s rescue those from the grasp of the lion, whether it is one of our own who has strayed or one of THEM. So 

when opposition comes our way from within or without, we will “stand firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel.” You see, we really do need each other not only for our own sake, 

but for the sake of gospel—for them. Come join our tribe for the sake of the gospel and ultimately for some 

victory laps.   

 
1G. C. Jones, G. C., 1000 Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching, p. 363. 
2https://www.snopes.com/weddings/embarrass/grate.asp 
3 Michael P. Green, 1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 68. 
4https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunkirk evacuation 

Kruger Video Link: https://youtu.be/LU8DDYz68kM  

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Paul encourages the Philippian Christians to behave themselves as a part of the body 

 of Christ overcoming internal and external opposition for the sake of the gospel.  

Big Idea of Message (BIM): We must hang together for the gospel or we will hang separately without it.  

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                                                                  

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to see the value of being united in battle for the sake of the gospel. 

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): What value is church unity?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU8DDYz68kM
https://www.snopes.com/weddings/embarrass/grate.asp

