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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY PASTOR BOB BENDER ON JANUARY 28, 2018 

“MAKING A DIFFERENCE BY BEING GENEROUSLY S(P)ENT” 

 

 The church was in an uproar. Some said that the pastor was not meeting their expectations. Complaints 

were brought to the leadership team who asked those who were grumbling, “What is the problem with our pastor?” 

One member said, “The problem with our pastor is that he is invisible during the week and inscrutable on 

Sundays!” Well, I am not smart enough to be inscrutable or hard to understand on Sundays. And if I am invisible 

during the week it is because I am out visiting. I visit Jim (spelled gym) a lot over the lunch hours. I do fear, 

however, that I am bordering on the inscrutable today as I try to describe the indescribable—God Himself and 

especially His gift of Jesus— “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15).  

 So, help me preach today. What kind of God do we worship and serve? When we think of specific 

characteristics of our God, what comes to your mind (Answers)? The one facet we are engaging today is that our 

God is an abundantly generous God. Our cup runs over (Ps. 23:5). God gives much more of His Holy Spirit (Lu. 

11:13). God is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all we ask or think (Eph. 3:20). God gives wisdom 

generously to those who ask (Ja. 1:8). Jesus gives us life abundantly (Jo. 10:10). God’s mercies are new every 

morning; great is His faithfulness (Lam. 3:23). “For of His fullness we have all received and grace upon grace” 

(Jn. 1:16). Our God is an abundantly generous God. 

 What does that mean for you and me? We are made in God’s image. We are Christ followers. We have 

His Spirit dwelling in us. We are to reflect our abundant God, follow our Lord of abundance, and be abundantly 

filled with His Spirit. So, today I want to talk to you about making a difference by being generously s(p)ent as we 

engage the final two core values of FBC—generous and sent.  “For of His fullness we have all received and grace 

upon grace…Freely you have received; freely give” (Jn. 1:16, Mt. 10:8).  

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: BE GENEROUSLY SPENT (ROMANS 8:32) 

  

 <Read verse> Here we see that God has not only given us Jesus; He has freely given us all things with 

Him. God gives the greatest gift first and then all other things with Him. Turning back a couple of chapters, Paul 

uses a repeated phrase that describes our generous God. He is the God of the “much more” (Ro. 5:8-10, 15, 17, 

20). This Greek word in verse 20 (referring to God’s grace) that we translate with the phrase “abounding all the 

more,” is from one word in the Greek language with a prefix, hyper. The word literally means super-abounding 

grace which exceeds the ordinary. Our God is a hyper God when it comes to being generous!  

 God’s “much more” grace is ours. Are you experiencing God’s “much more” grace? Or are you like the 

fellow who bought the cruise ticket and was afraid to eat because he had spent all his money on the ticket? He 

didn’t know that once he got on the ship, he gets to eat all the free food and gets to have all the free fun he could 

want. In fact, there aren’t enough hours in the day to have all the free fun and his stomach wasn't large enough to 

eat all the free food. That's just like God’s grace. We get the cruise ticket (Jesus) and with Him God has freely 

given us all things.       

 The more you have, the more you should be indebted to God. God is not a heavenly sugar daddy whose 

purpose is to respond to our every whim, but rather He is a loving Heavenly Father who wants us to become more 

like Him, especially in our generosity.   

 Imagine if your father was a billionaire and he wanted to share his fortune with you. But he knew you 

needed to be tested first to see if you would be able to handle it. So, he gives you a set amount of money and says, 

“I want you to learn to live on less so you can use the rest to help others. I’m going to be watching you to see how 

you manage and distribute my resources. If you do well, I’m going to will it all to you.” How would you use that 

money? Well, you don’t have to imagine that scenario because it is a reality. Only it’s not your earthly father who 

wants to share his fortune with you; it is your heavenly one. That’s what the parable of the talents is all about—

each one given a certain amount of money to invest in the kingdom; not to bury it for ourselves.   

 Speaking of billionaires, the richest man on earth is the cofounder of Microsoft, Bill Gates. Bill Gates is 

worth $84.2 billion making him—as an individual—in the top 50 wealthiest countries on earth. If he gave 

everybody on planet Earth $10, he would still have $14 billion left over! If Bill lives to be 90 years old, he would 

have to spend $7.7 million a day to exhaust his resources. While he has not given $7.7 million a day away, he has 

given $27 billion away-primarily to eradicate diseases. That means he has given away 32% of his net worth. Not 
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many people have given away 32% of their net worth. I would say that Bill Gates is generous, especially in light 

of the fact that the more U.S. evangelical Christians make, the less they give away.1   

 Now Bill Gates in all his generosity does not hold a candle to our generous God. In the words of David 

Crowder, “If God’s grace is an ocean, we’re all sinking.” God’s abundance is seen everywhere. It is seen in the 

universe with 250 billion stars in our galaxy and an estimated 100 billion galaxies in the universe. God's 

abundance is seen in His provision of manna to the O.T. children of Israel when they had more than enough every 

day. God's abundance is seen when Jesus changed the water into wine with lots left over. God's abundance is seen 

when He fed the 5,000 with 12 basketfuls left over. God's abundance is seen in heaven where the city would be 

1500 miles cubed with enough living space for billions to live in. God’s abundance is seen in Christ’s death on 

the cross with enough grace for all the humans on the earth.        

 What then is our response? You can make a difference in your life, your family, your church, and God’s 

kingdom by being generously spent, as in God’s economy, He wants His resources to be in circulation. As U.S. 

citizens, we only make up 4.4% of the world’s population but we control almost 44% of the world’s wealth.  “For 

of His fullness we have all received and grace upon grace…Freely you have received; freely give” (Jn. 1:16, Mt. 

10:8).  

 I ask you to respond and be generously spent in a three-fold manner: Budget your money (Pr. 24:3-4). Get 

control of your finances; don’t let them control you. Master your finances; don’t let them master you. Know where 

your money is coming from and where it is going. Less than 1/3 of Americans prepare a detailed household 

budget, 19% have zero in their savings account, and 31% have less than $500 in it.    

 Break the debt cycle (Rom. 13:8). According to the most recent New York Federal Reserve data, consumer 

credit card debt in the USA hit $1.023 trillion in November—an all-time high. Consumer confidence is at a 17-

year high which experts have cited as a possible reason for the sharp rise in credit card debt. That’s $8168 per 

family.2 Folks, what goes up must come down. Are you prepared for it? Do you realize that if you are only paying 

the minimum payment on your credit card (s), you are not paying 18% or 21% but 96%, and it will take you 30 

years to pay it off! So, I ask you to make whatever sacrifices you need to make to pay that card or those cards off 

and give yourself a raise! Engage in some short-term pains for long-term gains. Consider taking one of our 

financial freedom classes.  

 Become a generous giver (Acts 20:35). God’s work done God’s way never lacks support through God’s 

faithful and generous people. There is absolutely no reason why God’s work should suffer due to the disobedience 

of His people. There are three kinds of givers: tippers, tithers, and total givers. I ask the tippers to move up to 

being a tither, or giving 10%. If I have a breakfast of milk, eggs, and bacon, the cow “tipped” me some milk; the 

chicken “tithed” me an egg. The pig? Well, he was a total giver! Let’s be the pig and still live to talk about it! 

 God’s giving blueprint is planned, percentage, and persistent giving to the budget of your local church— 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse” <read Malachi 3:8-12>. The biblical storehouse was the ongoing ministry 

of the local assembly of God’s people—the equivalent of our church’s ministry budget. God says to those who 

do so that He will open up the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing. Then God goes on to say in Malachi 

3 to give not only our tithes—or 10%—but our offerings. Since the tithe is the Lord’s, there is a sense in which 

we don’t really start giving until we give the offerings above it. So, I encourage you to join Beverly and me in 

giving the tithe, or 10%, to our ministry budget and then to give a percent or two to the children’s building and to 

missions. God will bless you. Beverly and I were blessed with an unexpected check a couple of weeks ago that 

basically matched our 2017 giving. You cannot out give God. We give to get to give some more! Consider estate 

planning giving. When Beverly and I pass on, 10% of our estate goes to this church.                                                                                                                                                              

 I would like to ask Tim Moody who leads our financial freedom ministry to share his thoughts on these 

matters (Tim Moody interview).  

 You can make a difference by being generously spent. Our Executive Pastor, Patrick Hall, will come now 

to conclude our series and the second half of today’s message with what God has placed on his heart.  

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: BE GENEROUSLY SENT (JOHN 20:21) 

Patrick Hall 

 

 As we move to the final pillar of our vision series at FBC Black Forest I would like to have everyone pull 

out your FBC Vision insert which is in your bulletin. I want everyone now to say, “I Make a Difference.” Let’s 
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say it again, “I Make a Difference.” You make a difference in your relationships. You make a difference in the 

relationships all around you with your brothers and sisters in Christ, within your communities, within your job, 

and within FBC. You make a difference in your family, in the life of your spouse, your children, and in your 

church family. You make a difference. Let’s say it again, “I Make a Difference.” You make a difference by 

allowing the Holy Spirit to work and guide you in your life and you make a difference by building your life on 

the everlasting truth found in God’s Word. “You make a difference.” Let’s say it one more time, “I make a 

difference.” You make a difference for the Kingdom here and around the world by your generosity and the giving 

of your time, your talent, and your treasure. Lastly, today you make a difference by being generously sent. “Sent” 

is the final pillar of who we are at FBC, and I am thankful for the privilege of being able to share with you as we 

close our vision series.  

 I would like to let you behind the curtain of the “I got it” exterior of your Executive Pastor. During the 

Christmas season, like many of you, we attended many Christmas events. This was the first year Danielle and I 

were invited to the FBC Staff Christmas party. The pastors and staff are some of the kindest, hardworking, and 

loving people I have met in my life, so what I am sharing has nothing to do with them as they were so gracious 

to Danielle and me. After arriving, we were all sitting at the counter at Dr. Bender and Beverly’s kitchen along 

with the Mortons, Gandys, and Markeys. We began to share stories. Well, really everyone else was sharing stories.  

All these stories centered around their time at Christian universities and all the events in their life within their 

Christian journey, the dorms, the teachers, and the experiences. Then we gathered together as a group and then 

Pastor asked us to share a memory of Christmas from our childhood. So many stories were about their parents 

and family in the ministry who were pastors and missionaries. Here is the thing: we had none of these stories, and 

as Danielle and I drove home it was like we got hit by a bus. All I could think of was, “What am I doing here? I 

do not have a Christian heritage or any sort of Christian pedigree.” Honestly, we felt utterly ill-prepared and ill-

equipped for where God had us. Understand, this was no fault of anyone there. 

 Now I would like to fast forward to last Monday. During the morning pastors meeting, Scott Peck joined 

us because he was in town. It was really an amazing and sweet time as the Holy Spirit was present among us. 

When we think of the Pecks, we think of “sent.” They have been sent by God, they are doing something great for 

God, and at times. So, whether it was at the Christmas party or looking at the Pecks, I think, “I am not prepared 

for God to send me; one day I will do something great God; one day I will be ready to be used in a great way.” 

There is no doubt we are missional church because we bring missionaries up front and they give testimonies, we 

send people across the sea, and we give generously to the annual mission offering. This is all amazing. But then 

sometimes I ask, “What about the rest of us?” The moms with children at home, the person who doesn’t feel like 

they are a missionary, or all of us who are just trying to make a difference day by day as we move through the 

busyness of life. What about the 99% of the rest of the church? How am I sent, and, have I been sent? Or, am I to 

just give money and leave it up to the “sent” people, like the Peck’s? 

 

SENT WITH JESUS’ MISSION 

 

 Please turn with me in your Bibles to John 20:21 as this will be our main text from God’s Word today. 

Let me give you the setting regarding this passage: After finding Jesus’ tomb empty, Mary Magdalene ran back 

to where Peter and John were and, in a panic, told both what she had seen. Thinking that someone had stolen His 

body, both men locked themselves in a house, sure that the Romans were coming for them next. Meanwhile, Jesus 

finds Mary crying and consoles her. She runs back to the house where the disciples are locked in and reports that 

the resurrected Jesus had appeared to her, but they thought she was crazy, until He appeared in person. Notice 

His first words to them as recorded in John 20:21, “Peace be with you; as the Father sent me, I also send you.” In 

this same room, in addition to the disciples, there were probably many other believers. We are all sent with the 

same mission Jesus received from God the Father. This is not the only place Jesus says this. John 17:18 says, “As 

You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” We have been given the exact same mission 

as Jesus, so the question we need to ask ourselves is, “How did God send Jesus and what is our mission?” 

 In John 17:21 we read, “That they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they 

also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” John 3:17 states, “For God did not send the 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” And, in Mark 10:45 45, 

Jesus says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
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many.” John 3:16 tell us, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 He had come into the world to fulfill the Father’s purpose and had completed His task. Now, He expected 

them and us to continue His work in His absence. As the Father had sent Him to speak His words, to do His 

works, and to lay down His life for the salvation of men, so He expected them to deliver His message, to testify 

to the truth, to do greater works than He had done, to humble themselves like He humbled Himself, to be available 

as Christ was available, and to give their lives and give our lives in His service. They would have all the privileges, 

all the protection, and all the responsibilities that He had during His ministry. This is what He expects from each 

of us. This is how He has sent each of us.  

 Now let’s regress back to the drive home after Pastor’s Christmas party as I tell you the rest of the story. 

As we were driving home, Danielle and I continued to talk, and as we did, God began to calm our thoughts. 

Danielle said something like this, “We are not prepared, and we are not adequate for this, but God has called us 

to this, He is, and has been in this from the beginning and with His power we can do this.”  John 20:21 says, “He 

breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” Beloved, He will use the least of us as He has 

empowered us with His Holy Spirit to do greater works than Him. 

 What is the hardest part of this journey? I love the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., “Faith is taking the 

first step even when you don’t see the whole stair case.” Every journey starts with a first step and I know, like 

many of you, the first step is the hardest, but this is where our faith in God moves into our real, everyday lives. 

 We see many first-steps in Scripture. Moses’ first-step in returning to Egypt to confront Pharaoh; Ruth’s 

first-step to go with Naomi back to Israel; Simon and Andrew as they dropped their nets; Peter, by faith, taking 

the first-step out of the boat; Ananias as he took the first-step of letting Saul, the persecuter of Christians, into his 

home; and now, what about Jesus? How did God send Jesus? The Father sent Him to a manger and Jesus’ first-

steps were baby-steps. Many times, God asks each of us to take baby-steps, to step out in faith, take the first-step, 

knowing we are going fall and He is going to pick us up. So, I want to ask all of us here, whether you are 75 and 

in the retirement years of your life, you are a college student, or youth, mom at home raising your children, or the 

business professional. What is your next first-step? What is your next first-step in your family, what is your next 

first-step your relationships? What is your next first-step with the Holy Spirit and God’s Word, what is your next 

first-step in being sent with the mission given to Jesus by God and given to you by Jesus? 

 On Wednesday, Pastor taught our first seminary class, Spiritual Formation, and he scared the daylights 

out of half the people in the room as he hammered them with, “This is a master’s level course, not a life group, 

not a college course, and I am not your babysitter!” I looked around the room and I thought how brave and how 

faithful the people in this room are as they took the first-step to be sent. I think of my first-step into my seminary 

class three years ago and how God has done the unimaginable with that first-step. To God be the glory. God can 

and will do the unimaginable with your first-step as well.  

 I would like everyone here who has an “I am second” bracelet on to hold up your hand. Now, I want us to 

think about this statement, “I am second.” This is what I believe the first step is all about. Jesus said, “I am second” 

when He left heaven to come here. Jesus said, “I am second” when He bent down in the dirt to meet the women 

caught in adultery. Jesus said, “I am second” when He took the towel off His waist and washed the disciples’ feet. 

Jesus said, “I am second” when He went to the cross to die for you and to die for me. John 20:21 tells us, “As the 

Father sent me, I also send you.”  

 In your bulletin today is an insert on some ways you can take the next first-step and be sent as Jesus has 

sent us at FBC Black Forest. Please take a look at this. I would like to spend a minute talking about this with you. 

(Engage Insert) 

 
1Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don't Give Away More Money. 
2https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2018/01/08/credit-card-debt-hits-new-record-raising-warning-

sign/1014921001/ 


