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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY PASTOR BOB BENDER ON OCTOBER 22, 2017 

“WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?” FROM PHILIPPIANS 1:21 

 

 I have two very simple questions for you today. The first one is—What on earth are you looking for? 

Life for most of us is a search—a search for an identity, a vitality, reality, and spirituality. It is, in a word—a 

search for eternity. God’s Word says, “God set eternity in the heart of man” (Eccl 3:11). Man has always been 

searching. I have been searching; you are searching. Let me tell you about two popular Hollywood actor’s 

searches. Both of these men died in their early 50’s within 4 months of each other.  

 Peter Sellers (pic), the British actor who is best known for playing the character Inspector Clouseau in the 

Pink Panther series, died at the age of 54 on July 24, 1980. As I have alluded to before, he was troubled throughout 

much of his adult life. Although he had gained wealth and fame, he was restless and dissatisfied. In his later years, 

when interacting with people in the real world, he revealed a loss of personal identity by resorting to using the 

voices and accents of the fictitious characters he had played. Then too, his multiple marriages were symptomatic 

of the fact that his mind was, as one of his wives put it, “in a constant state of turmoil about his purpose on this 

planet.” Before his death of a heart attack, Sellers logged four unsuccessful marriages, a broken engagement to 

Liza Minnelli, and scores of other unhappy endings. He rattled from one religion to the next, dabbling in both 

Roman Catholicism and Eastern mysticism, changed houses with dizzying frequency, and bought and discarded 

more than 200 automobiles. Near the end of his life, he was suicidal and terribly lonely. His son, Michael, recalls. 

“I saw the desperation that imprisoned him.”1 He was searching for love and life in all the wrong places. 

 Contrast Peter Sellers with another Hollywood actor, Steve McQueen (pic), who regrettably also died in 

his fifties—50 years old to be exact. Steve, like all of us, was searching as well. McQueen was a popular American 

movie actor in the seventies who was nicknamed “The King of Cool.” His popularity put him in high demand and 

enabled him to command large salaries. Sadly, McQueen also died in 1980 following an operation to remove or 

reduce several metastatic tumors in his abdomen. A little known fact is that McQueen had received Christ three 

months before he ever knew he had cancer. “I am sharing this otherwise people might have thought it was a death 

bed decision,” Steve’s wife, Barbara Minty McQueen, wrote in her book, Steve McQueen: The Last Mile. She 

also writes of McQueen becoming a Christian due in part to the influences of his flying instructor, Sammy Mason. 

McQueen attended his local church, Ventura Missionary Church in Southern California and was visited by 

evangelist Billy Graham shortly before his death. According to the book, McQueen’s son, Chad, went to the 

hospital around 6 a.m. the morning of November 7, 1980, he found his father had passed with his hands clutching 

the Bible that Graham had given him. A family member said, “He was holding onto that Bible and I think he 

probably was praying. He could tell that his condition was worsening.” Some have reported that McQueen’s Bible 

was opened to John 3:16. McQueen had told his pastor before he died, “My only regret in life was that I was not 

able to tell others about what Jesus Christ did for me.”1 

 As far as we know, Peter Seller’s search ended in futility. We do know that Steve McQueen’s search 

ended in tranquility. We all are searching. How is yours coming along? In our search, we try to fill our hearts—

meant for eternity—with temporal things. We are not much different than Hollywood actors in this regard. You 

see, in the words of Blaise Pascal, a famous French mathematician and philosopher, “There is a God-shaped 

vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God the Creator, made 

known through Jesus Christ.” If we try to stuff anything but God into that God-shaped hole in our lives, we all 

end up like Peter Sellers—dissatisfied, restless, discontent. But fill that God-shaped vacuum with Jesus Christ 

and we end up like Steve McQueen—with peace, fulfilment, and purpose. As far as we know, the verse that 

probably best describes Peter Sellers is Mark 8:36, “For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world 

and lose his own soul?” The verse that probably best describes Steve McQueen is our verse for the day, Philippians 

1:21, “for to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (Christ).” So we engage our verse of the day by starting at 

the end of this verse with the question, “What on earth are you looking for?”         
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 The apostle Paul was on a search. He first attempted to fill his God-shaped vacuum with religion and a 

cause—to imprison and kill Christians. His search ended in Philippians 1:21—“For to me, to live is Christ and to 

die is gain.” Imagine Biblical personages on their search and if Jesus could engage them. Jesus asks Abraham—

"What are you looking for?"  Abraham—"I am looking for the one who met with me by the Oaks of Mamre and 

promised that from my seed all the children of the earth will be blessed.  Do you know where He is?"  Jesus—

"Search no longer; I am He."   

 Jesus asks Jacob—"What are you looking for?" Jacob—"I am searching for the One with whom I wrestled 

all night at Jabbock to receive a blessing."  Jesus—"Search no longer; I am He."   

 Jesus asks Joshua—"What are you looking for?" Joshua—"I am looking for the Captain of the Lord's 

host—One who appeared to me at Jericho with a sword drawn in his hand."  Jesus—"Search no longer; I am He."   

 Jesus asks Moses—"What are you looking for?"  Moses—"I am looking for the One whose glory I saw 

from the cleft of the rock." Jesus—"Seek no more, for I am He."   

 Jesus asks Isaiah—"What are you looking for?"  Isaiah—"I am looking for the One who appeared to me 

in a glorious vision, sitting on the throne."  Jesus—"Look no longer; I am He."   

 Jesus says to the three Hebrew children—"What are you looking for?" Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego—"We are looking for the One who was with us in the fiery furnace whose appearance was like the son 

of God."  Jesus—"Look no longer; I am He."   

 Jesus says to John the Revelator—"What are you looking for?"  John—"I am looking for the One I saw in 

the vision Whose hair was white as wool, Whose eyes were a flaming fire and Whose voice was like many 

waters."  Jesus—"Look no longer, for I am the One you seek."  

 And then my favorite—in John 1 where two of John the Baptist’s disciples were following Jesus and Jesus 

turned and said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Jesus, “Teacher, where are You staying?,” which 

being translated means, “It’s not a what we seek but a who—-You!” Jesus then said to them, “Come, and you 

will see.” And they stayed with Him that day and then became His followers (John 1:35-39). You see, everybody 

is seeking Jesus; some just don’t know it yet. That is Jesus’ invitation to you today: “Come and you will see.” 

Perhaps you are seeking to fill that God-shaped vacuum with the things of this world. How is that going for you? 

Good luck.  Perhaps you have never met Jesus personally and you are seeking forgiveness of sin.  

 What on earth are you looking for? Paul and many others since him have searched and found Jesus as 

their life. Do you know that the customer satisfaction factor with Jesus is 100%? I have never found anyone who 

came to Jesus and said, “That was a mistake!” Christ was Paul’s life and when he died, he gained Him in eternity 

(v. 21). What will you gain when you die? All of us are going to be here for eternity; the only difference is the 

forwarding address we leave. Will you end up on the debit or the credit side of the ledger in the next life? If He 

is to be your life, you must possess a relationship with Jesus. <Invitation>  

  The second question I have for you today is this one as we change one word: What on earth are you 

living for? Here we are engaging the first part of Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is 

gain.”  You see, once we meet Jesus, that’s not the end, but the beginning. If Jesus is to be your life, you must not 

only possess a relationship with Jesus, you must progress in it. What on earth are you living for?    

 How would you fill in the blank—For me to life is . . . ? Poor substitutes include position, possessions, or 

pleasures. Some live for sports; others for clothes; some for cars; others for women; some for a career; others for 

position in life and its accompanying prestige. I remember overhearing a conversation between siblings once 

where it was mentioned that their DVD player was broken. One child exclaimed, “Oh no, the DVD player is our 

life!” What is your life? What a person looks for in life is the greatest indicator of what he wants. What a person 

lives for in life is the greatest indicator of who he is.   

 Paul, that great Christian of the first century, shares an autobiographical note and allows us into the inner 

recesses of his soul—“For me to live is Christ.” This was not a life from Christ, or a life for Christ, or a life in 

Christ, or a life through Christ, but a life that was Christ. For Paul, the sum total of life was Christ.      
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 This is not one isolated statement by Paul. This is no footnote, appendix, or glib statement by Paul. This 

was the theme of his life. He makes sure each church and individual he writes understands this foundational 

principle to Paul—Christ is my life. To the Romans he would write, "We are saved by His life" (Rom. 5:10). To 

the Corinthians, he would write, "For I have determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). To the Galatians he writes, "I am crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). He tells the Ephesians that they have been made alive with Christ and He has 

raised them up with Him and seated them with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:5-6). To the 

Colossians he writes, "Christ in you, your hope of glory" (Col. 1:27) and "your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

When Christ, who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory" (Col. 3:2-3). To the 

Thessalonians he writes, "For now we really live if we stand firm in the lord" (1 Thess. 3:8). Paul writes to 

Timothy, his son in the ministry, that God in Christ is our only hope (1 Tim. 4:10). He encourages Titus to "look 

for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13). To Philemon 

he refers to himself as a prisoner of Christ Jesus four times in 25 verses. If Paul wrote Hebrews, he encourages 

those Christians to look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2). For Paul, to live was Christ. 

 Because Jesus was Paul’s very life, he could face with courage his imprisonment, failing health, and 

upcoming trial, which would ultimately convict him to death. Verse 21 is a not a new thought; it is a culmination 

and climax of his comments in verses 19-20. Notice the content of the verses preceding this text that Paul alludes 

to as he begins verse 21 with the connective word, “For.”        

 Because Christ was his life, he was confident that he would be delivered (v. 19). It didn't matter to Paul 

whether he was to be delivered from imprisonment or delivered in imprisonment; either way, he was going to be 

delivered through the saints’ prayers and the Spirit’s deliverance.     

 Because Christ was his life, his focus was on Jesus (v. 20a).  His earnest expectation (meaning "away, the 

head to watch") and hope was in Jesus. As a watchman would peer into the darkness, so Paul looked away from 

what was right at hand and focused on Jesus.  

 Because Christ was his life, he boldly exalted Christ in his body (v. 20b). Paul's life was a magnifying 

glass to bring into sharper focus the Lord Jesus.     

  As far as Paul was concerned, his whole life centered around one thing knowing Jesus Christ and making 

Him known. For Paul, Jesus was the origin, essence, model, aim, and reward of life. Jesus was more than that to 

Paul; He was life itself. Without Jesus, Paul would die.   

 For Paul, “For to me, to live is Christ.”  Take away Jesus from Paul’s life, and you have nothing. What 

about your life? What difference would it make to you if Jesus was taken from your life? What real difference 

would it make in your thoughts? Your attitudes? Your actions? Your family? Your church? Your world? Your 

relationships? Your witness? Life is worth living only when we are alive to Christ and live for Jesus.   

 Philippians 1:21 is a verse that cuts like a surgeon's scalpel to the heart of our relationship to Christ.  Most 

of us haven't experienced what Paul is talking about here. Maltbie Babcock wrote, “Life is what we are alive to.”  

How would you fill in the blank—For to me, to live is . . . ?  God says through his prophet to the people of God 

in Jeremiah 2:13, “For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me the source of living waters 

and hewn for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns which cannot hold water.” Poor substitutes. For me to live is 

the country club or the golf course? For me to live is travel? For me to live is money? For me to live is 

entertainment? For me to live is work?  For me to live is pleasure? For me to live is sports? For me to live is 

popularity? For me to live is power and control? For me to live is a house? For me to live is my career? For me 

to live is possessions? For some of us it is, “For to me, to live is me!” Many of us are looking for life in all the 

wrong places. Life is a trade; always trade up; not down. 

 Some hunters found two carcasses—an eagle and a weasel—on a mass of ice floating down the river. The 

eagle’s talons were sunk deep into the weasel’s icy carcass. The hunters surmised that the eagle saw the weasel 

on the ice, killed it and enjoyed the meat for a season. But when it came time to fly, the eagle could not, because 
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his talons were frozen solidly in the ice. The eagle got the weasel but the weasel also got the eagle. Be careful 

what you want in life; it may kill you. You have heard of the song, “Looking for love in all the wrong places?”  

A greater tragedy and futility is looking for life in all the wrong places.  

 What or who is at the center of your life? What do you go to bed thinking about? What do you wake up 

thinking about? What do you dream about? If you could have one wish, what would it be? Someone is going to 

put this verse into practice, and the rest of us are going to be ashamed of ourselves! Most us are so subnormal that 

when someone becomes a “normal” Christian by living out Philippians 1:21, we think he or she is abnormal. 

 Is Christ the center of your life? There are many good things that are worthy of your time and attention, 

but they are not the best. In the words of the old Andre Crouch song, “Jesus is the answer for the world today.  

Above Him there’s no other. Jesus is the way.” How can He be the answer for the world if He is not even the 

answer for us as Christians? We share His life so we can share His life. And the more we share His life, we share 

in His life. 

 I want to ask one of our seminary students and life group leaders to come up here and help us apply this 

truth in a practical way. (Interview Patrick Hall.) 

 What on earth are you living for? What on earth are you looking for? Look no longer. Jesus can be both 

the end of your search for meaning in life and the beginning of a new journey into wholeness and effectiveness.  

Let’s end by quoting our verse of the day together, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Ph. 1:21). 

Make Jesus your life and you will never regret it. 

 
1 http://people.com/archive/peter-sellers-mask-of-comedy-hid-a-flawed-spiteful-man-his-sorrowful-children-

claim-vol-17-no-4/ 
2http://blog.godreports.com/2017/05/actor-steve-mcqueen-died-with-billy-grahams-bible-in-his-arms/  

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Paul claims Jesus as his life.                    

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Let Jesus be your life.                                                                               

Major Objective (MO): Evangelistic/Commitment                                                                                                                          

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to let Jesus be their Savior and Lord.                                        

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): What should I live for?  
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