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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST ON AUGUST 27, 2017 BY DR. BOB BENDER, PASTOR 

“MARRIAGE IS…” FROM NEHEMIAH 13:23-31 

NEHEMIAH LAUNCHING INTO LEADERSHIP SERIES 

 

 Today we are going to discuss marriage. I have a video of a wedding I performed in my last church 

as an example. Please forgive the high church setting as it was after all a First Baptist Church in a county 

seat town in the Midwest (play “Mawage is”… video). We all stood at the altar with dreams for our 

marriages. Now that some of us have been married for a while, how many of those dreams are becoming 

a reality? Today I want to encourage you not to give up on those dreams but to build a marriage that fulfills 

those dreams and—more importantly—the dreams God has for your marriage.  

 But first, what is marriage?    

 Marriage is… A tool—an important tool in God’s spiritual formation tool box.  

 A school—marriage is a great teacher about life, isn’t it?  

 A mirror—marriage more than anything else reveals who we really are.  

 Two planets with satellites coming together. Unless we make certain adaptations, our associated 

satellites will collide.   

 Both bridges and boundaries or walls. Where do get that definition from? God’s Word. Well, our 

journey through Nehemiah and his leadership principles comes to a close. I think it is significant that the 

last issue he confronts is marriage. After all, a leader leads from a platform of moral authority. If it doesn’t 

work at home, don’t export it! 

 Let’s engage the last verses of Nehemiah and see what God has to say to us regarding marriage. 

This passage represents the fourth issue of the people’s disobedience. Nehemiah had to address the issue 

of an enemy within the gates in verses 4-9, stealing from God by keeping their tithes in verses 10-14, 

ignoring God’s day of physical rest and spiritual refreshment in verses 15-22, and now the poison of 

permissiveness particularly in marriage in verses 23-31. Let’s see what’s going on here and what we can 

gain from them that applies to our relationships—especially marriages. Here we learn that marriage is 

both the building of boundaries (walls) and bridges.     

       

MARRIAGE IS … BUILDING BOUNDARIES (WALLS) THAT PROTECT (VV. 23-29) 

  

 Nehemiah sees that the people of God were marrying non-Jews—some of whom had even 

pronounced a curse against them (v. 2). Now the issue here is not racial, but moral. These non-Jews were 

worshipping pagan gods—one who commanded them to sacrifice their children in the fire. The result was 

that the children of these mixed marriages were negatively influenced by that ungodly culture so that they 

were unable to speak the Jewish language and thus unable even to read their Jewish Bibles. When a dead 

fly falls into the holy oil, is the dead fly made holy or the holy oil made impure? The insidiousness of the 

world—when allowed a beachhead in a life or a marriage—has a monopolizing effect and takes total 

control. So, Nehemiah contended with them and even got physical with them just like Jesus would 400 

years later by throwing out the worldly moneychangers in God’s house. Now I recognize Nehemiah’s 

words and actions seem drastic, but desperate times demand desperate measures. He made them take an 

oath that they would not allow their children to marry outside of the faith. When you marry outside of the 

faith, you’re asking for nothing but trouble. Nehemiah cites Solomon as a case in point. Even though he 

was God’s king, he allowed polytheistic women who had no fear for Jehovah to cause him to sin. 

Nehemiah goes on to say that these ungodly unions had made their way even to the priesthood—God’s 

spiritual leaders. While they had built the physical wall in 52 days, they had neglected the spiritual and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEe1cTDbXHU


 
 

2 

moral walls that had developed entry points over 12 years in their new city as they were sleeping with the 

enemy.  

 The second law of thermodynamics states that in a closed system, things move toward entropy or 

disorder. That physical law has a spiritual application: As God’s people, unless we are constantly fighting 

against it, things tend toward moral and marital entropy. We always drift toward sin and never toward 

God. Unless we constantly wage war against the flesh internally and build up walls against the world 

externally, we will become like these Jews and become conformed to the spiritual and moral degeneracy 

that surrounds us. 

 Charles Swindoll wrote a book on Nehemiah entitled Hand Me Another Brick. What bricks do we 

need to have in our hands if we are going to build walls or boundaries that protect?  

 Emotional bricks. Affairs start in the heart (Pr. 4:23; 25:28). If you are fantasizing about having 

an illicit relationship with someone, you are on thin ice and are sliding down a slippery slope of sexual 

permissiveness.     

 Relational bricks. As drastic as it may sound, some of you need to wall out certain relationships. 

They are toxic to you and are bringing you down. Specifically, some relationships are compromising your 

marriage. If your spouse is concerned about a relationship you have with the opposite sex, then moving 

away from it is a small price to pay for a successful marriage. I doubt a person’s commitment to a marriage 

who is unwilling to sever a threatening relationship (1 Cor. 15:33).  

 Moral bricks (1 Cor. 6:15-20). Build moral walls around your life and marriage. Wall out the evil 

outside; don’t wall out the good inside a marital relationship. There should be no secret money, friends, 

texts, emails, letters, jobs, purchases, phone calls, phones, social media accounts or exchanges, health 

issues, trips, outings, lunches, dinners, videos, magazines, etc.     

 Verbal bricks (Eph. 4:29). Be careful what you say to those outside your marital walls. Inside the 

walls, don’t disrespect your spouse verbally.   

 Physical bricks. Paul writes regarding physical walls, “It is good for a man not to touch a woman” 

(1 Cor. 7:1). Inside the walls, a husband and wife must never slap, hit, grab, push, or pull each other in a 

physically harmful way. This is physically abusive behavior and if continued is grounds for separation 

and perhaps even divorce as this is form of abandonment as well as being hazardous to your health and 

even your life.  

 Life is filled with boundaries or walls meant for our own protection. To ignore them is to slide 

down a slippery slope that later will become impossible to stop and is taking your life into your own hands. 

I took a short cut home late in the day once as I skied outside the ski boundaries in Winter Park one winter 

and it nearly cost me my life and/or my limb as the slope was so steep, I barely stopped before falling off 

the edge of a small cliff.  

 If we don’t take these bricks seriously in the building of our wall of protection, we will become 

like the ancient people of God who came under God’s judgment in Isaiah 30:13, “Therefore this iniquity 

will be to you like a breach about to fall, a bulge in a high wall whose collapse comes suddenly in an 

instant.” Though the collapse may come suddenly, the contributing factors to it came little by little—like 

a small leak in a dike that suddenly becomes a flood gate that opens. What bricks do you need to take and 

build a wall that protects your marriage?  Hand me another brick. I’m in; are you?    

  

MARRIAGE IS … BUILDING BRIDGES THAT CONNECT (VV. 30-31) 

 

 Nehemiah concludes by praying and asking the Lord’s help then purifying them as they move 

forward to create a people sanctified unto God and separated from the world. He takes personal 

responsibility for them and arranges for the future success of their endeavors. The primary bridge 
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Nehemiah is building here is of course spiritual. Just as the lack of spirituality caused the protective walls 

to be compromised, so the engagement of spiritual bridges insured the connection of the marriages with 

God and one another.  

 So, we are not only to be building walls that protect, we are to build bridges that connect. “Hand 

Me Another Brick.” Allow me to hand you a couple of bridge-building bricks in addition to the ones I 

have alluded to already.   

 The first one ought to be Christ. Jesus is the keystone—a central stone at the summit of an arch, 

locking the whole structure together.  He is the stone on which all other things depend on for support and 

stability. 

 That was the problem with Nehemiah’s crowd; there was no compatibility of faith, values, spiritual 

interests, or even dreams because Jesus was absent. See Matthew 7:24-27. Not only are we to marry a 

Christian, we are to marry a growing one in whose life Jesus is Lord. See Psalm 127:1 and Ecclesiastes 

4:12.   

 To the singles, here is a message in a story. Years ago, Corrie Ten Boom was engaged to be married 

to a guy who suddenly broke off the engagement and married her best friend. She was devastated. She 

came home crushed and lonely and isolated. She asked her father, "What do I do with a blocked love?” 

He said, “Whenever you have a blocked love, re-channel it.” A door closed here is an open door there in 

some form. Seek the Lord (Mt. 6:33).  

 The second brick ought to be Consideration. (1 Cor. 13:4-7). Pastor Joe Rushing writes; “A good 

marriage must be created. In the art of marriage, the little things are the big things. It is never being too 

old to hold hands. It is remembering to say, ‘I love you’ at least one time each day. It is never going to 

sleep angry. It is having a mutual sense of values and objectives. It is standing together facing the world. 

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. It is speaking words of appreciation and 

demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways. It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. It is in giving 

each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. It is finding room for the things of the Spirit. It is a 

common search for the good and the beautiful. It is not only marrying the right person; it is being the right 

partner.” As the song goes, “You can build a wall or you can build a bridge. It all depends on the love you 

give. If you build a wall, your world is small, but a bridge of love can conquer all.”1  

 The third brick is Communication. Now I recognize that communication is difficult between male 

and female as the following video reflects (play “It’s Not About The Nail” video.) As University of 

Washington researchers reviewed data from their marital information, a striking pattern emerged. In 

stable marriages, there are at least five times more positive interactions than negative ones. When 

the ratio starts to drop, the marriage is at high risk for divorce. In real life, no couple can keep a running 

tally of positive and negative displays as hundreds of them happen in any given day. But in a practical 

sense, the lesson is that a single “I'm sorry” after bad behavior isn’t enough. For every snide comment or 

negative outburst in a marriage, a person needs to ramp up the positives so the good-to-bad ratio doesn’t 

fall to a risky (below 5 to one) level.2 Open your heart and talk to one another.  

 A Wall or a Bridge? “They say a wife and a husband, bit by bit can rear between themselves a 

mighty wall, so thick they cannot speak with ease through it, nor can they see across it, it stands so tall. Its 

nearness frightens them, but each alone is powerless to tear its bulk away; and each dejected wishes they 

had known through such a wall, some magic things to say. So, let us build with master art, my dear, a 

bridge of love between your life and mine; a bridge of tenderness, and very near; a bridge of understanding, 

strong and fine. Till we have formed so many lovely ties, there never will be room for walls to rise” 

(Anon).  

 You are in a building program. Each day you are building walls (boundaries) and bridges. Each 

thought, word, attitude, action, emotion, and association is a brick you hold in your hand in the building 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5O11_Ma20Rk
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of your life and marriage. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:10 after speaking of Christ being the foundation, 

“Be careful how he builds on it.” Are your building materials wood, hay, and stubble that cannot withstand 

the flames of judgment, or the purity and stability of gold, silver, and precious stone upon which marital 

dreams are built?   

 Marriage is indeed a dream within a dream. May your dreams come true as you build an internal 

bridge of connection with your spouse and external boundaries or walls of protection against the world, 

flesh, and the devil. So, marriage is building bridges that connect and building boundaries or walls that 

protect. Let’s don’t get them mixed up. If we are not careful, we build walls within our marriages and 

bridges without our marriages. We wall out the very person we are supposed to be building bridges to and 

we are building bridges to the very people and issues that need to be walled out! With every brick, you 

are building a wall or a bridge. One of these days you are going to wind up living in the structure you are 

building brick by brick. Be careful how you build. So, what I am saying is: Marriage is building bridges 

that connect and boundaries or walls that protect.  

 Perhaps you are here today and, like the Old Testament people of God, you have blown it. With 

God, it’s never too late. No matter how much you have sinned, God invites you to rebuild walls of 

protection and bridges of connection. I preached a hard-hitting message on marriage in a former church 

one Mother’s Day and had some major push back—some of it justified because of my judgmental spirit. 

One married couple came in who had divorced their previous spouses for one another and since then had 

come to Jesus. They said, “We feel like you left us dead in the water. How are we to repent—get a 

divorce?” I said, “Of course not” and assured them that God takes us where we are to where He wants us 

to be. Life is in the windshield not the rear-view mirror.    

 Perhaps you feel “dead in the water” today. Well, you are far from reality. God invites you to cross 

the bridge with Him into His preferred future for you. Begin anew with God and Isaiah 58:12 will be 

fulfilled in your life and marriage, “Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; you will raise 

up the age-old foundations and you will be called the repairer of the breach; the restorer of the streets in 

which to dwell.” It’s never too late to begin a new building program. Your marriage is worth it; don’t you 

think? 

 
1http://www.robertsoncountyconnection.com/you-can-build-a-wall-or-a-bridge-in-marriage-cms-3812 
2For Better: How the Surprising Science of Happy Couples Can Help Your Marriage Succeed.  

 

“Mawage is” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEe1cTDbXHU 

“It’s Not About The Nail” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4EDhdAHrOg 

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Nehemiah gets ticked off when he sees the people violating the God’s 

 plan for marriage within the Israelite society.   

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Marriage is both bridges that connect and boundaries or walls that 

 protect.     

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                                    

Specific Objective (SO): I desire my hearers to build both walls and bridges within marriage.  

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): How can I have a successful marriage?  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0064XIDPG/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0064XIDPG&linkCode=as2&tag=spacforrent-20

